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Mr. STUART, from the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories, reported a bill makingan appropriation for 
the completion of the public buildings in the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. ' 
Mr. S. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred sundry petitions of citizens of Min- 
nesota, praying Congress to disapprove of the act 
of the Territorial Legislature, approv ed March 
31, 1851, apportioning representatives in that 
Territory, asked that said committee be discharged 
from their further consideration, and that the pe- 
titions do lie on the table; which was agreed to. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Territories be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
sundry citizens of New Mexico, in relation to the revenue 
laws of New Mexico, and that the same do lie upon the 
table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee on the 
Territories, reported back, with an amendment, 

err ’ I 
Senate bill No. 175, being ** An act relating to the 
salaries of officers of the Territories of the United 
States,’’ and to repeal the proviso in the act enti- 
tled ** An act making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government, for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1852, and for 


other purposes,’’ approved March 3d, 1851; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, from the Committee on the 
Territories, reported a bill to run and establisha 
boundary ‘between the State of Texas and the 
Territories of the United States; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Territory of New Mexico, 
praying the enactment of a law for a geological 
and mineralogical survey of said Territory, re- 


ported back the same, with a recommendation that 


it is inexpedient at this time to order the said sur- 
vey, and asking that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill making further 
appropriations for the construction of roads in 
the Territory of Minnesota; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LOCKHART, from the Committee on the 
Territories, to which was referred the ‘bill to 
amend certain acts for the establishment of terri- 
torial governments in Oregon and Minnesota,”’ 
reported the same back, with a recommendation 
that it do not pass. 

Mr. L. moved that the bill be laid upon the 
table. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. LOCKHART, from the Committee on the 
Territories, reported a bill relinquishing to the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico all the right, title, and inter- 
est which the United States may have to certain real 
estate within the corporate limits of the city of 
Santa Fé, New Mexico; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L. also, from the same Committee, re- 
ported a bill to amend an act, entitled ** An act 
to settle and adjust the expenses of the people of 
Oregon in defending themselves from the attacks 
and hostilities of the Cayuse Indians, in the years 
1847 and 1848,’’ approved February 10th, 1851; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported back with a recom- 
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mendation that it do not pass, the ** bill to provide 
for the survey of the Mississippi river above the 
Falls of Saint Anthony.” 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee 
Lands, reported a bill to reduce and define the 
boundaries of the military reserve at the Saint Pe- 
ter’s river, in the Territory of Minnesota, a 
secure the rights of the actual settlers thereon; 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. I am directed by the Committee on 
Public Lands to report back without am 
ment the bill to amend an act entitled ** An act to 
create the office of Surveyor General of the public 
lands in Oregon; to provide for the survey, and 
to make donations to settlers on the said public 
lands.’’ I will state, that the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands have requested me to report this hill, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. The 
gentleman from Oregon [Mr. Lane] is exceed- 
ingly anxious that the biil should be considered 
by the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, when he thinks he can satisfy the 
committee that it ought to pass. I therefore move 
that it be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and that it be printed. 

The bill was referred accordingly, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. SCUDDER, the Committe: 
onthe Territories was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Hosea D. Horn and 
John J. Selman, asking a grant of land in Utah 
Territory for the purpose of forming a settlement; 
and it was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. PEASLEE, from the Committee on the Mili- 
tia, reported a bill to provide for the protection of 
the Territories of New Mexico and Oregon; which 
was read a first and second time by its ttle, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on 
the Territories, reported a bill to amend the act to 
establish the Territory of Oregon, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


RESPECT TO THE MEMORY OF MRS. ADAMS. 

Mr. FOWLER. Is the Committee on the Terri- 
tories through ? 

The SPEAKER. 
certainly. 

Mr. FOWLER. I[ask leave of the House, if 
it is in order, to introduce the following resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. All the reports are in, 
and | move to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the special orders. 

Mr. FOWLER. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion for a moment, until I intro- 
duce my resolution, which I hope will meet with 
the concurrence of the House. 

The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That when this House adjourns it will adjourn 
to meet at one o’clock to-morrow, that members of the 
House may have an opportunity of attending the funeral of 
Mrs. Adams, relict of the late John Quincy Adams, ex 
President of the United States. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 


gentleman from Massachusetts has aright to submit 


mF 
on Pudi 


nd to 


sf 
ma- 


The Chair does not know 


a motion to fix the time to which the House shall 


adjourn. 

Mr. FOWLER. Allow me to state, sir, that 
the funeral of Mrs. Adams is to take place at 
eleven o’clock, at her late residence. 1am desired 
by my colleagues to present this resolution as a 
mark of respect, which it seems is due to the ven- 
erable personage named in the resolution; and I 
will take the liberty to say, that it is the first oc- 


currence of the kind that has ever taken place since | 
the organization of the Government, and it may 


be the last. I mean that it is the first time that 
the widow of an ex-President has deceased in this 
city during the session of Congress; and it is pro- 


| posed only to delay the business of the House one | 
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i A a 6 A OD 


ur, Ll h ype there Will be no objection to the 
resolutl Be 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. | do not ol 
e ut all to the rentieman’s re t i rise 
oO propose an ame ment, which s, that 
tio e adjourn over e whole day. If we ei 
this tesumony of respect to the memory of Mr 
Ad 3, ertainly we be more cor ’ 
Wit iat respect for us re one day from ¢ 
| ; tive duties. 

Mr. FOWLER. I mest cheerfully accept tha 
amena t, and would Dave So roposed } my 
resolution, but [ thought that som itler 
might thi k th ilLwe were a 3] i oo mucn 1 
cas I will very cladly a eptt unend 
the House will concur. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee W hat 
proposition ? 
The SPEAKER. The proposition, as m 
fied, is to adjourn over unt 
Mr. JONES. I think it is 
lo 


dei ; na l 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If the gent 


{ to it. 


man objects, and it be necessary, | shall move 
TUSHpe d the rules. , 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair has already sta 
tilat the rentieman fron Ma Sie . {Mi 
’ow.er,| has a very clear right t mn a mi 
lidh to adjourn toa parti ilar time to-morrow, o1 

til the next day; but he cannot introduce a 

il without To! on of I vf 

( 1 further Territ DUsSine ay é 
orde ) Ve » suspension of the 1 ‘ ( 
pu od bv t ‘ ‘ A ' 
chusetts, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am perfectly willi 
that the resolut yn of the entleman from Ma 
( I] pi Isha ter e no object 
I o 1nclin yn to do Ll would like t 
pre ess with the busines of the Ho é OV 
ever, and I will obviate the difficulty by moving 
that when the Hlouse adjourn to-day ‘it be to meet 
to-morrow at one oe loc k. 

Mr. FOWLER. That was the original r 
lion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That will do just as we 


The SPEAKER. The centleman from Mas 
chusetts was entitled to the floor, 


purpose, as he has 


and if it was |} 
indicated, to move to adj urn 
to a particular time, he hada right todo it. He 


has a right to the floor for that purpose. He had 
also-a right to the floor for the purpose of submit 
ting a proposition to suspend the rules, which 

also a privileged question, provided there be no 


further reports from Committees on Territoria 
business, which is the special order, and the fi 
one in order. 

Mr. OLDS. I should to know if th 
privilege of making re ports extends to report 
cerning individuals living in Territories? 

The SPEAKER. No; not atall. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georg a. Is it not 


leged question to submit a motion, that 


tT 
ine 


Wile the 
House adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet at a pat 
ticular hour, or time? Is not a motion to fiz 
hour of meeting a privileged question, which t 
} reced« nce of othe r motion 3? 

The SPEAKER. It does so in the o 
the Chair, but 


to change permanent y the hous 
of meeting. 


hot 


Mr. STEPHENS. I move that when ¢ 
House adjourns to-d Y, it acjout to mee ‘ 
Wednesday next. 

Mr. FOWLER. I accept that a art of 


proposition. 
Mr. JONES. I call for the yeas and nays 
Mr. WILCOX. 
remark, that | was 


members of 


Il rise simply to make 
satisfied in my own mind th 
House did t 
object of this resolution, that when the House ad 


journs to-day, it adjourn to meet on Wednes 


this not understand th 


next. If they had understood it, [ feél convine 
that there is no Re presentative here who would 
vote against tne proposition to adjourn; and I 


simply rise to ask the Chuir to explain why it w 
that the rentleman from Massachusetts desired | 
House to adjourn to meet on W ednesday n 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, that 
the centieman from Massachusetts (Mr. Fow.er] 
ited in his place, that his object in moving the 


a 
Wednesday next, was that mem- 


. co . 
might attend the funeral of the late Mrs. 


Adam 

POLK. Is there nota way by which the 
J n may be made to show for what cause the 
ty ‘ ed 

The SPEAKER. It ean be done by unanimous 
¢ 

Vir. STANTON, of Tennessee. The vote is 
about to bet n;and as it is very evident thata 
majority are in favor of the adjournment, I pro- 

I 
' that, by the unanimous consent, the vote be 
taken upon the resolution, so that it may be entered 
i ! " 
on t ra 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will again in- 
‘ ‘ j resolution pi yosed by the ven- 
ns : ! cl . 
tlema from JViassacnhnu etts, which sets forth the 
t wl ljournment 1s asked, is ob- 
‘ | »or? 
Y . 

7 oO nection, 

Vir. FOWLER. I ask that the resolution be 
again read. The House was in a creat confusion 
when it was first read, and probably there were 
many whi »>did not hear it. 

, aT 

It was nvain read by the Clerk, as follows: 

Resolved, That when this House adjourns, it will adjourn 
ton on Wednesday next, thatthe members of the House 
nay have an portunity of attending the funeral of Mrs, 
Adams, relict of the late John Quincy Adams, ex-President 
( tre Up |] States, 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Ifdiscussion is stopped, 

at se of the House be taken on this reso- 
lution, there i no doubt but it w Il pas i. 

Mr. S1 \ Mist « { move to strike out the word 
‘*Wednesday,’’ and to insert in its stead, ** to- 

’ ’ » ‘ ; 
mii A li f o'clock } t adjournment 
we vill not oF ly show becoming respect to the 
} A 1 } 
memory ot the decen eu personnve Mm1iL OaISO ve 


, 


enabled to pro eed with the consideration of the 


Mr. STEPHENS 
amendment will not meet with the approbation of 
the House. If we intend to pay this marked and 

F 
4 


unusual respect to the memory of this ¢ 


om , } 
of Georgia, I trust that the 


Silne- 
ruished personae, let us do itin amannerworthy 


oft the onrect and the ocens 10 a. Let us not count 


the hon rs “as if rrudeinely riven. This does not 


seem to me to comport very well with the feeling 
which sh d accompany such a manifestation of 
our reeard for the character and virtues of the 
em t lady for whose memory the distincuished 
honor is intended, What is the loss of one day 
I 1e } hh obit lhone, ir, if hye Ele 
intend t y the respect pro ] t » they 
\ i l 1 re ct a a due Y ird to them- 
} ‘ } ¢<, } . fol 
selves, as well as the solemnity and dignity of the 
oc . demands, i nd ad) turn over one entire 
day 
Mr. STANLY‘ Ido not vield to the centle- 
. om 
man irom Creorgia in respect for the distinguished 
deceased, l propo eto givea theresnect the een- 
tleman from Massachusetts deemed to be proper, 
dat the me time obviate the difficulty which 
the resolution may encounter, as some gentlemen 
* cr , . . , 4! . ] 
oly ) oss of time proposed in the resolu- 
tion as it now stands. Strict respect will be ex- 


tended, and unanimously, if mv amendment is 


agreed to—iust as much asif the House should 

i . s nttre daw - ven wl ] j , 

niiourn Over nentire day. oOrivea whole day 

period of the session, with the immense 

hpumber of private cl 1mns and great ay ount of 
2 ’ ' , 

> busi beiore us, wnen we can show the 


same respect to the deceased by the shorter pe 
riod, is a matter that appears to me to be worthy 
of consideration, It is the act of adjournment 
that does | 
and not the duration of the adjournment. 

Mr. STANTON, What difference will it make? 

Mr. STANLY. We will lose a whole day in 
one case, 

Mr. STANTON, The session will not be one 


nor to the memory of the deceased, 


day longer on that accoun 

Mr. HIBBARI I demand the previous ques- 
tion. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays; but they were not ordered. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
to strike out ** Wednesday” and to insert in its 
place * to-morrow, at one o’clock,’’ and it was 


not agreed to—there being on a division, ayes 44, 
noes 93. 

The question was then taken upon the resolu- 
tion as amended, and it was adopted—there being 
on a division, ayes 119, noes 19. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN OREGON. 


Mr. RIC ‘HARDSON, from the Cormmittee on 
the ‘Territories, reported a bill to amend an act 
entitled ** An act to create additional collection | 
districts in the Territory of Oregon, and for other 
purposes;’’? which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R. I move that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 





Which motion was agreed to. 
So the House resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Sranton, of ‘Tennessee,) in the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The first business for con- 
ideration before the committee, is the special order, 
being a bill to encourage agriculture, and for other 
Urposes, 

Vir. RICHARDSON. I rise to a question of 
order. ‘lhe bill which the chairman reports as 
being the one first under consideration is not of 
that class which comes up as the special order. 
By a resolution of the House, this entire week 
Was especia ly set apart for the consideration of 
the territorial business, unless disposed of in a 
shorter period of time. 
‘The CHAIRMAN. But by a prior resolution 
ot 


of the House, the chairman will remind the gen- 


tleman that the ** bill to encourace agriculture and 
for other purposes,’’? was made the special order 
| disposed of, and is now the first business in 
er betore the Committee of the Whole. To 
reach 


the territorial bills, this will first have to be 
rot rid ¢ f 
Mr. KING, of New York. I desire to submit 
a few remarks, and | know of no more fitting op- 
tunity. 


" 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman per- 


mit me to get the territorial bills before the Com- 


no 
t 


mittees 

Mr. KING. I supposed that that business was 
the special order for this week, and now before 
the Committeee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides thatthe 
first business before the committee, in order, is 
‘¢the bill to encourage agriculture, and for other 
purposes, ltiseasy for the committee to obviate 
the diffi ulty presented, by either voting down 
that bill or reversing the decision of the Chair. 
By a prior order, which appears upon the Journal, 
a different bill was made the special! order, 

Mr. KING. 


l move to lay aside that special 
order, and that 


the territorial bill 
aside the bill to encourage agriculture and for other 
surposes, and It was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The first business now 
in order 18 the consideration of House bill No. 
134, being ** A bill to authorize the Governor of 
‘ New Mexico to callanother session of the Legis- 
‘lative Assembly, should the same be deemed 
‘necessary and exp dient.’ 

Mr. PRESTON KING said: Mr. Chairman, 
no more appropriate opportunity vill oceur for 
me to submit some remarks I desire to make than 
the present, when the business relating to the Ter- 
ritories, Whose acquisiuion originated the measures 
respecting which I shall speak, is before the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Union. I allude to the 
measures known as the compromise measures. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iriseto a question of 
order. I regret it very much, but this week is set 
apart for the Territorial business, and I feel that I 
ought to do all I can to press that business for- 
ward. I make the question of order, that the dis- 
cussion of any thing except something in relation 
to the bill itself is out of order. 

Mr. KING. We are in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] 
is right in his point of order; but the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Kive] has not yet shown 
what is to be the drift of his remarks, and it is 
impossible for the Chair to decide him out of order, 


t 
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the committee proceed to consider | 


swieat Ire the } | 
ihe question was taken upon tne motion to lay 





Mr. KING. My remarks will be general, and 
in relation to measures which were adopted in 
consequence of the acquisition of these Territories. 
I intend to speak upon the measures usually known 
as the compromise measures; and upon the point 


of order I will say, it has been invariably decided, 


whenever a question of order has been raised like 
that of the genleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricn- 
AnDsON,| when the House were in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, that any 
question relating to the Union, or its affairs, was 
in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has not de. 
cided the gentleman from New York [Mr. Kine] to 
be out of order. The bill now before the House 
provides for an extra session of the Legislative 
Assembly of New Mexico, and refers especially 
to ** An act proposing to the State of Texas the 
‘ establishmentof her northern and western bound- 
‘aries; the relinquishment, by said State, of all 
‘territory claimed by her exterior to said bound- 
‘aries, and of all her claims upon the United 
‘States, and to establish a territorial government 
‘for New Mexico.”’ I think the Chair would be 
exceeding its authority, and the practice of the 

[ouse on former occasions, to decide remarks 
such as the gentleman from New York proposes 
to make, to be out of order at this early period. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I request, after the gen- 
tleman from New York shal! have concluded his 
remarks, that the House will permit us to pass 
these bills, that we may get towards the end of 
them, and then take up some of the other bills,and 
discuss these guestions as they ought to be. I de- 
sire to pass this biil. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thatis a question for the 
House, and not the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I under- 
stand——— 

The CHAIRMAN. Doesthe gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Houston] rise to a question of 
order? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understood the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Ricnarpson] to have raised a 
question of order 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has made 





la question of order, which has been overruled. 


Does the gentleman from Alabama appeal ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 do not. 

Mr. KINGresumed. On the final adjournment 
of the last Congress, those in and out of Congress 
who favored or who acquiesced in the passage of 
the series of measures relating to slavery, which 
crew out of the late acquisition of territory by the 
United States, declared that these questions were 
settled; and they then declared their hostility to 
any further agitation or discussion of them. They 
went so far as to denounce agitation as hostile to 
the peace and safety of the Union. In the pas- 
sage of these acts, the lines of party division had 
been disregarded; and, although most of them were 
adopted by Congress under the guide of the great 
leader of the Whig party—Mr. CLay—and were 
all but one of them indebted for their adoption to 
the active influence of a Whig Administration, 
without which they could never have become laws, 
yet they were voted for and voted against by 
members of Congress, without regard to the dis- 
tinction of Whig or Democrat. Whatever may 
be the opinion of any man, or set of men, for or 
against any or all of these measures, or whatever 
may be the opinion of the wisdom and patriot- 
ism, or the want of both, in which these measures 
were conceived and adopted, they stand as laws 
upon the statute-book; and whatever the present 
opinion of individuals, or the future opinion of the 
courts or the country may be of their constitu- 
tional validity, enough has transpired to show that 
the courts, as they are now constituted, are of 
opinion that all these laws are constitutional. 

What are the measures which now stand as 
enactments upon the statute-book in relation to 
slavery in the new Territories? First, in the order 
of time, is the law erecting Oregon into a territo- 
rial government. In this law, by the act of Con- 
gress, slavery and involuntary servitude are ex- 
pressly prohibited in that Territory. “This law is 
the only one of the series which was passed pi 
Congress under a Democratic Administration. It 
was approved by President Polk, who sent to 
Congress a special message assigning the grounds 
upon which he approved and signed it. The pro- 
hibition of slavery in the Oregon territorial bill is 
important mainly in the assertion and maintenance 
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of the constitutional power of Congress to pro- | 
hibit slavery in the Territories; for the people of } 
Oregon, like the people of the Territories acquired || 
from Mexico, were opposed to the introduction of | 
slavery among them, and desired only, that in || 
some form its introduction should be prevented by 

law. President Polk was personally opposed to | 
inserting the prohibitory clause against slavery in 

the Oregon bill; but no constitutional objection 





existing, he deferred to the known public senti- || 


ment of the country and signed it. All the other | 
measures have been passed under the present | 
Whig Administration. One of these is the ad- 

mission of California into the Union as a State, 

with a constitution containing an express prohibi- 

tion of slavery. With the application of Califor- 

nia for admission as a State, their constitution, | 
containing the provision against slavery, was sub- 

mitted to Congress, was approved as consistent 

with the Constitution of the United States, and 

California was admitted a free State into the | 
Union by act of Congress. Another measure is 
the organization of separate territorial govern- 
ments for the two Territories of New Mexico and 
Utah. 

The people of New Mexico were known to be 
opposed to the introduction of slavery among | 
them, by their own express declaration, in a con- 
stitution which _ formed with a view to their 


admission into the Union as a State. 


The people of Utah, who are chiefly, if not en- || 


tirely, Mormons, whose difficulties with the peo- 
ple of the States in which they attempted to settle 
induced them to emigrate to the place they now 
inhabit, have not, that [ am aware, ever distinctly 
expressed their opinion for or against slavery, un- 
less an effort which they made to be included 
within the State of California, whose constitution 
prohibits slavery, may be regarded as expressive | 
of their opinions upon this subject. The acts of 
Congress creating these two territorial govern- 
ments, declare that they may hereafter be admitted 
into the Union as States, with or without slavery, 
as the people of these Territories may determine, 
when they come to be admitted as States; but these | 
acts do not decide or declare the law in these 
Territories, for the time during which they re- 
main under territorial governments. When this 
measure was before Congress, the friends of sla- | 
very denied the validity of the Mexican law abol- | 
ishing slavery; but demanded that this law should 
be repealed, and that the Territories be opened to 
the introduction of slavery. Those opposed to 
the extension of slavery, insisted that the Mexican 


law should be affirmed, and that slavery should be || 


expressly prohibited by act of Congress. 
The friends of the compromise measures, some 


of them declaring thatthe law of God, theclimate, | 
and the law of nature, as well as the law of Mex- | 


ico, forbid the introduction of slavery into these 
Territories; that slavery could not go there, and no 
act of Congress was necessary, opposed, and were 
strong enough to prevent any express declaration 
by Congress, authorizing or prohibiting slavery 
in New Mexico or Utah, during the period they 
remain under territorial government. The law 
relating to slavery, then, in these Territories, is to 
be found in their own established law, under the 
Mexican Government, which existed previous to, 


and atthe time of their cession to the United | 


States. 


This law had abolished slavery. An- 


other of the measures was the act of Congress | 


fixing, with the assent of ‘Texas, the boundaries 
of that State. By this act, Texas, fur a consider. 


ation of $10,000,000, abandoned all claim to any | 


om of New Mexico, outside of the boundary 


ine agreed upon by the United States and Texas. | 


By this act, all that part of New Mexico east of 
the Rio Grande, and outside of the boundary line 


of Texas thus settled, was released from all claims | 
of jurisdiction by Texas, her laws, and constitu- | 


tion, and remained a part of New Mexico. Stand- 
ing, of course, like the rest of the territory ceded 
by Mexico, it was incorporated with that part of 

ew Mexico west of the Rio Grande, and forms 
a part of the Territory organized under a territo- 
rial government as New Mexico. These are all 
the late laws relating to slavery in the Territories; 


and, with the laws abolishing the slave trade in the | 


District of Columbia, and the fugitive slave law, 
are all the laws which—though not so called atthe 
time they were passed, because the word compro- 


mise was then in bad odor—have since come to be | 


known as the compromise measures. These, or 



































































any other laws which should be found to be incon- 
sistent with the Constitution of the United States, 
are null and void. Any or all of them which are 
consistent with the Constitution, are valid as the 
law of the land, until they sha!l be modified or re- 
pealed by the appropriate constitutional authority. 
Congress possesses the perfect constitutional power 
to modify or repeal any one or all of them, except 
that in relation to the boundary line of States; 
the admission of States into the Union; the stip- 
ulations of treaties or compacts, where more than 
one party is interested, or where political or pe- 
| cuniary rights have been once defined and vested: 
Congress, or the law-making power of one party 
alone, cannot change them. 

It is now not quite two years since the last of 
these laws was passed, and the cry then raised 
against further agitation has ceased; and some of 
those who were most forward in raising the cry 
against agitation are now proposing to submit 
these compromise measures, and especially the 
fugitive slave law, to discussion and agitation for 
| a popular verdict in a presidential election, to de- 
termine whether they are settled or not. What 
has produced this change? 

In December last, when Congress assembled, 
and the Representatives had come fresh from, 
and imbued with the public sentiment in their re- 
spective districts, it was found that the panic- 
makers, who desire to save the Union as often 
as once in six months, and to get their pay for it 
| as often as once a quarter, had got together and 
decided that the Congressional caucuses of both 
political parties must pass resolutions acquiescing 
in the compromise measures; this must be done, 
| or the Union was in danger. Well, the Demo- 
cratic caucus met, and the first thing after it was 
organized, the compromise resolution was pro- 
posed. It was not well received by the majority 


|| of the caucus, and it was then proposed to refer 


the resolution to the Baltimore Convention; but 
the resolution, and the proposition to refer it to the 
Baltimore Convention, were both laid on the table, 
and the Democratic caucus nominated its candi- 
dates and elected them. Inthe Whig caucus, the 
compromise resolution was adopted; but they 
made no ‘nominations, and came into the House 
on Monday, as all recollect, with a sad exhibition 
of their party and their compromise resolution. 
From what quarter does the advice come to the 
Democratic party to change its platform, and make 
these compromise laws a part of the Democratic 
creed, and a party test? Chiefly from the Whigs 
of Georgia and Mississippi, and such of the Dem- 
ocrats of these two States as united with the 
W higs in the last election, aided by a few Whigs 
and Democrats all over the Union, who do not 
seem to be well satisfied with their position, and 
desire in some way to be indorsed. In my judg- 
ment, these gentlemen are not safe advisers for the 
Democratic party. 

In Georgia and Mississippi, these new combi- 
| nations and new tests have sent two Whig United 
| States Senators into the Senate. 





prepared to declare their acquiescence in the Wil- 
mot proviso in the act of Congress organizing the 
Territory of Oregon, and in the prohibition of 
slavery in the constitution of California, and to 
express themselves satisfied with the present con- 
dition of the Territories acquired from Mexico, 
and the abolition of the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia? If so, let there be no equivecation 
in the proposition they present to indorse or ac- 
quiesce in the compromise measures. If there is 
to be a finality and end to efforts for the extension 
of slavery, it will do much to reconcile the country 
to almost any form of words expressing acqui- 
escence in measures having such a conclusion. 
But the fugitive slave law seems with these gen- 
tlemen to be the beginning and end of the compro- 
mise. This law is odious, and for this very rea- 
son it would seem the coa.irion politicians of 
Georgia and Mississippi, demand that this law 
'| shall be the issue in the next presidential election 
|| —they have pushed this issue upon the Whig 
| Congressional caucuses and broken that party 
into fragments. They demand that the Demo- 
cratic party shall make the same issue. It is 
openly insisted that the old party divisions are 
unsatisfactory, and that the country must be di- 
vided again upon a slavery issue. The Democratic 
party can make the issue, and it is for the Dem- 





But are the States of Georgia and Mississippi | 


| was opposed to that law. 
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termine, if the proposition shall be presented, 


whether they will make it, or adhere to the estab- 
lished Democratic platform. 

In 1848 the Democratic Convention at Baltimore 
refused to change its platform; but an outside sla- 
very issue was made by the Nicholson letter, and 
the Democratic party was divided and defeated. 
The compromise measures were not passed as a 
party measure, They are not an issue between 
the two parties organized as Democrats and 
Whigs. But few of either party supported them 
all. If a part of them are particularly presented, 
controversy will be revived. If the fugitive slave 
law alone shall be presented, and it is to be deci- 
ded whether that law shall be continued, modified, 
or repealed, I shall vote to modify it, or to repeal 
it, Vind if the electors of New York are chal- 
lenged by the issue presented to them to decide at 
the election whether they are satisfied with or ap- 
prove that law, in my opinion, they will reject the 
candidate for President who is presented to them 
because he makes the fugitive slave law the plat 
form of his party politics, as [ have no doubt 
Georgia and Mississippi would reject the cand 
date who should be presented to them because h« 
An issue upon the sub- 
ject of slavery is and must be, in the present con- 
dition of the different States of the Union, a sec- 
tional issue. The effort of political partisans to 
make it out that either arty Is more friendly to 
slavery than the other has a tendency to make 
parties sectional, ‘The Democratic party, regard 


| ing slavery as it exists in the States a subject of 


State and not National jurisdiction, has always 
heretofore refused to make a national slavery 
issue. The Democratic members of the present 
Congress assembled in caucus at the commence 
ment of the present session, refused to make such 
an issue, and I believe that the Democratic Na 
tional Convention. which is soon to assemble, will 
refuse to change its position in this respect by 
making a slavery issue for the presidential ele: 
tion. But should such an issue be deliberately 
made by the national nominating convention, and 
the electors of the Union be invited and challenged 
to indicate their opinions of slavery by their votes 
for President, I have no doubt the verdict at the 
election would truly express the sentiments of the 
country upon this, as well as upon any other 
question presented at an election for a popular 
verdict to pronounce upon, 

Mr. CULLOM. I regret that I feel constrained 
upon this occasion, from a sense of duty to the 
Whig party no less than to myself, maintaining 
the attitude which I do and have done from early 
life in that party, and maintaining as Il do certain 
reiations towards certain movements of that party, 
I regret, I say, that I feel constrained, in order that 


| my position may be understood here and elsewhere, 


in relation to the exciting questions to which the 
vublic mind is directed, to depart from what has 
ie my settled purpose in relation to these eues 

tions. I had not intended, Mr. Chairman—and 
my silence upon this floor will attest the sincerity 
of this avowal—on taking my seat here as a mem- 
ber of this House, to consume the public timme— 

the time legitimately belonging to the business of 
legislation upon the great interests of the Ameri- 
can people—in expressing my opiniones, or in des- 


ignating to my constituents and to the country . 


| who, in my opinion, would be the suitable eandi- 


date of the Whig party for the exalted office of 
President ofthis Republic. But, sir, nm the prog- 
ress of events, proceeding with the legitimate bus- 
iness, for which purpose I have been sent here by 
a generous constituency, when the Whig Repre- 
sentatives in Congress were called upon, accord- 
ing to custom and their recognized province and 
duty, to meet in caucus to recommend the time 
and place for the meeting of the Whig National 
Convention, it so occurred, and I regret the occur- 
rence, that the part { took in that assemblage has 
been the subject of misapprehension, and, seem- 
ingly, of misrepresentation here; and, for aught I 
know, with many of my constituents, whose in- 
telligence and opinions I hold in high esteem, and 


| by whom it is right and proper that my position 


upon all matters of public interest should be cor- 


| rectly and fully understood. 


‘| ocratic National Convention, at Baltimore, to de- || 


What, Mr. Chairman, was the legitimate object 
of that caucus? It was called by the Whig chair- 
man for the sole purpose of designating or recom- 
| mending the time and place for the meeting of the 
Whig National Convention. This, and this alone, 
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was its object. Other scestieetiintianintentranted 
as if they thought, it had another and more ex- 














































— province in connection—to do 
whiat the » have assigned to the convention to 
Se do—namely, to prese ribe certain rules, in part a 
mae platform for the party in the coming campaign; 
; and I re deeply , and L express it here, that j 
| 

| 


tended object 
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eopl 
pP 





rret 

should have had occasion in that meeting to differ 
} with any portion of my Whig brethren—(I will 
brethren, because I have stood side by 
them for years.) With them I have 
for the glorious and cherished conservative 


call them 
side with 
fought 
prin iples of 


t | . oir : 
our common party—tne prin iples 


which involve the weal and perpetuity of the 
institutions of our great, and prosperous, and 
t . ° 
e FF eet I have been with them in victory 


I have been called 


from a sense of duty,to differ with 
any respectable portion of the Whig party until 
alluded to. 
asl | come now, sir, to review the 
+: | which surrounded meand them upon thato 
F [ shal! still hold and regard them as brethren. | 
; am not here to censure them or to impugn their 
motives. I grant them all purity of motive, 
desire for right; but, sir, lam here to justify 
and defend my own motives, and my own a 
W hat was that action? 


de fer 


} ’ 
upon puvoile a 


and in ; but, sir, never 


the occasion 
circumstances 


casion. 


and 
ail 


I did 


on that oecasion. 





























not presume, when ] took my seat in the caucus 
of the Whig party, to arrogate to myself, or to 
that e L1ucuUs, the prerogative of prescribing the 














rules that were to govern the representatives select 
ed for the express purpose of nominating a candi- 
and laving down such political yrinciples as 
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the party chose to be governed by. No, sir, that 
the business of the convention. It was the 
business of the caucus to select a place, and to 
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for the meeting of that convention: 
further than this 
either delevated or customary 


a time 
3118 
it had no authority, 
to Fo, In this spirit { took my 8 
disposed to discharge the duties imposed upon me 


sueres 
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this alone wa business, and 

















it in the caucus, 























But when it was proposed by the rentleman trom 
Kentucky, [Mr. Marswaur,] and my 
honorable colleacue from Tennessee, [Mr. CIEN- 
to tntroduce certain resolutions that were 
ruled out of order by the Chair, they not 
rermane to the pending resolution. | deemed it to 
my amy to sustain the Chair, and I voted con- 
>to that effect upon this stric tly parh \- 
mentary question, we being gove »rned in our delib- 
, by the rules of the Senate. But it was 
announced by the meeting, that the 
woul 1 be entert 1ined as substantive propositions, 
and as such I p edged them my support. I was 
not in favor of the resolution at that juncture, not 
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because | am not now to-day, and have ever been, 
in favor of the compromise measures, and of the 
fidality of those measures, and of declaring ata 

















time that finality, but because I believed it 
would be trenching rupon the siatélatn te duties of 
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the convention. I believed that that was a duty, 

belonging to aconvention called by the great body 

of the people, for the speci ui purpose of laying 
| } 














perhaps, the 
micht 
tituted ¢ 


that, 
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yeonie 
pec | f 


les. | thought 

of the American 
choose to be dictated to by a self’ 
of congressional rentlemen, and that, th 
for them to do nothing more 


down those ru 
body 

















rreat not 














cons aucus 








ierefore, it 








than to 
recommend atime and place for holding the national 
convention, 

When that resolution was announced, I stated 
to the meeting that my sense of duty would com- 
pel me to sustain, as a p arliamentary que stion, the 
Chair, but that Fwould vote for the 
resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Marsuaut,] if it came up, and also that T would 
vote for the resolution of my colleague, (Mr. Gry- 
rry,} and [ called upon my Southern friends to 
remain and aid me in obtaining the passage of one 
of those for, althourh I did not ap- 
prove the introduction those resolutions, yet 
after they had been introduced, I felt willing to 
sustain them in a substantive manner. 

Mr. POLK. Tf understand my colleague to b 
in favor of the finality of the compromise, and 
B that his only reason for not sustaining the resolu- 
" tion of my ollearue, {Mr. Genrry,] in the cau- 
cus, Was, that it was not introduced at a proper 
timeand place. Now, I desire to ask the § vent! e- 
man a nee § 

Mr. CULLOM. The gentleman misunder- 
stands me; but he may state his question. 

Mr. POLK. I desire to ask the gentleman, 


was prope r 
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lectin in 


May 17, 


the Whig 


should refuse-—— 


case N nional Convention lt find, by reference . to the Journal, that he voted 


against the major part of those measures. 


Mr. CULLOM. Oh! I will come to that sub- Mr. CLINGMAN. Does the gentleman ex- 
ject directly, sit pect me to answer his question? I will do it with 
Mr. POLK. I wish to know whether, in case | S*e&t pleasure. 


Mr. CULLOM. Not now. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then I suppose the gen- 
tleman asks questions he does not desire to have 
answered. 

Mr. CULLOM. I will answer from the Jour- 
|. If L misrepresent the gentleman when I say 


the Whig Convention should refuse to pass any 
resolution declaring the finality 
mise, you will support their 
Presidency ? 

Mr. CULLOM. 


that subject. 


of the 
candidate for 


compro- 
i 


the 


Not unless your party dodges 


I had thor ight that the compromise aa 


measures which had become the settled law of that he voted against most of the compromise 
the country, _ compromise whic h had been |; ™@sures, I wish to be corrected. 

indorsed by the W hie cauces &t the beeinnine of Mr. CLINGMAN. I will say, that I should 
— - F - ul a . eS . is s be eur , »} « . Sad y . Y 

the session, a which had received the indorse- like very much to answer, but if he prefers, let 
mat ofa majority of the Representatives of the him refer to the Journal, and to my speeches, in 
American peop ile in this Hous se but the other ds ty; connection with it, and answer from them. 


Mr. CULLOM. ‘The honorable gentleman 
from North Carolina voted against the compro- 
mise resolutions this session. "He gave us notice 
in the caucus, that unless certain soaieaean which 
he proposed were reported, he would not support 
the resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky, 


might be considered as settled for the present. | 
had hoped that that would be satisfactory until 
the meeting of the National Conventions of the two 
parties of the country. But inasmuch as doubts 
were entertained; inasmuch as some’friends of the 
South thought a 





wore a threatening aspect— 
. oh f 4 7 > snerify | LMr. Marsnatt.] 
thouzh I confe have seen nothing to justify “ ' ; , 
r smpreasion-—i have ge , Mr. CLINGMAN. I said that that resolution 
h an impression— have seen no Pélanit stra~ || 9:4 not precise! : ‘: I did I 
tion to arouse my feelings as a Southern man, ae ld ree im — my views. id not say 
el a ’ ; . tse roul rote for 
though the South is the land of my birth, and oe CULI OM Ti | id 
1 ’ P > o > ‘ > ur 
hough my interests, whatever I have, are South- — owe ae hi : = ere h wee d 
- ‘ 1 pro}; se st > a f $ 3 Pe VY . 
ern interests, and my attachments all Southern, | propose something as a substitute—whether free 
vould guard as carefully as any other n. this | Wade or secession resolutions, I did not then know. 
, Pres ‘ ey at, 3 steey a Now, suppose thatthe honorablegentleman had re- 
great question, yet, 1 say, | had seen nothing to ad ollieal kt 
excite my fears upon this subject, or to prompt OSs ee lad offered his su ets he would 
me to introduce resolutions Into the caucus touch- nan a si the ih — of eee en 
‘ : P slew . > ave r 2 
Le the Subyec t;—but I re eal, that res lutions a nea my 6 SOs ae ee expecte 4 am gent seen 
1 Be j . ” from Kentucky would support his amendment? 
having been introduced, | should have supported |! - : pe 7 
Flat with all dus What splendid confusion it would have made! 
ul na ue 


them had they been put to vote. . : 
’ Why, sir, it would have been ‘ confusion worse 


‘espect to every member of that caucus—s i ; : 

a b a “4 b Foe th ‘ ‘os ail di on ee confounded.’ If our friends had remained, would 
duties according to the best lichts before them— | 2®&haveprodaced harmony? The substitute of the 
I am constrained to say, that 1 think the course of || S&™* leman might not have met the approbation 
our receding frienda was calculated to aroune aec- (t'& those who retired, or of those who remained. 


Was he to 
be a Whig, 


rule the Whig 


party, not claiming to 
and not ac uns 


al of 
with the Whigs? 


tional feelings. I thourht that the withdraw 


Southern members from the caucus, would tend . 

ig entablich a seorbaphical division—e aéctinnal Mr. CL INGMAN, i showed it to them, and 

division in the country—and thus leave the whole || “ey said they would vote for it. 

ete fae faded CR vec gior hie Weird A com Mr. CULLOM. I know nothing about that 

great question of nominating a candidate for Pres- Bu * 2 he - b ; , 5 friend f : 
pia : \ rhs as > cours P r 

ident of the United States entirely to our Northern put wha as been the course 0 my. irien om 


North Carolina upon this subject? Asa friend of 
the compromise measures, I confess in all kind- 
ness—and I allude to the fact because I consider it 
my duty, as a sentinel upon the watchtower, to 
warn the country, to ‘‘cry aloud and spare not;’ 
and as [ live, my duty as a representative, though 
it may be an humble one, shall be faithfully exe- 
cuted, with zeal, candor, and firmness—that | think 
it has not been a judicious one. The gentleman 
says that the Whig party and the Democratic 


friends, and therefore | was willing to rem 
l declared | 


vucus, that [ was 


lin; and 
efore and after our friends retired from 
ready villing to dis- 
had made to vote the 


the c and 


charge the promise | for 
resolutions. 

I have now before me a statement, prepa ed by 
a member of that caucus, which shows thatif our 
Southern friends who withdrew had remained, the 


compromise re solution would have been passed 


jorit {fou aking as a basis, those w ‘ } . 
aed — ss our, | ise, T, asis, those who party, having become factions, ought to be merged 
for thie npronits , ine JZ SON resoiullol ; . ; ° ~ 

voted Hi rere — " d ton into a third party. My friend wishes, no doubt, 
n this ust LiL ’s ame ment, an those . : ¢ . ° 
wt 1 ; la . Hn pen rn 7 oe aes in to put himself at the head of this Union party, 
’ cclared in the caucus that they were rei 
e ee ny" eee t ; th or eae in re reaY | which he says ought to be created out of the ruins 
( Susu em. Say nat, accor ne I this . x 

ae at j recording to tls | of the Whig and Democratic parties. Now, if he 
tatement, which | am assured is correct, if our || -.,- a : : 

intends to become godfather, or more appropri- 

friends had remained in the caucus, the compro- 


ately, Captain General of this great third party 


: 290 + * war id 5 } > — 
ine 8 Lit s ula i >» pee masser : na- 
mise resolutions would have been passed by a m that he fain would have raised in the country, it 


PORT STP JA becomes me, as a citizen and as a representative, to 
Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I ask the gentle- || -eyiew the course of my honorable friend who 

man to give the names. assumes the leadership of the movement, and show 
Mr. CULLOM. I will send the gentleman the 


where he stands, and see if the guardianship of 
this great Union party should be committed to his 
hands, and if Southern men, who are loyal to the 
Union, can plight their destiny in such a cause to 
such a leader. What has been his peculiar posi- 
tion in relation to the institutions of the country ? 
I find, on referring to the debates upon the com- 
promise measures when they were pending, that 
the honorable gentleman, in a speech delivered in 


statement, and he can examine it for himself, 

Several Members. Read it! Read it! 

Mr. CULLOM. Now, Mr. Chairman, what 
was the object of the gentleman who led this move- 
ment—this stampede in the Whig caucus? I can- 
not say. I will only allude to my honorable friend 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Cuiveman,] who was 
prominent in the retreating wing of that sti me 


w ho spoke, as by authority, for others. IL ask || this House and published to the world, states that 
that gentleman if he did not evince that he came | he used language which meditated nothing less than 
to that caucus to carry out a certain purpose; || a dissolution of this Union. I will publish extracts 


Upon the condition of its being carried out, he 
would coéperate with the caucus; but if the pur- 
pose failed, he would secede? I say my honorable | 
friend from North Carolina was prominent in the 
retreating force To what ex- 
tent he aided in bringing about that retreat, or 
7 hat command he held, | am not prepared to say; 
but | want to ask my friend if he did net come up 
there with the determination that the action of that 
caucus upon the finality of the compromise should 
determine whether or not he would further coép- 
erate with the Whig party? Now, sir, when did 
my honorable friend from North Carolina become 
so warmly attached to the compromise measures? | 


from that speech, in which he said wherever he 
went he was met with thesenselesscry of **Union !’’ 
‘*Union!”’ 

Congressional Globe, Ist session 31st Congress, 
page 201, 3, and 4, Mr. CLINGMAN says: 


**T gave my reasons at length, founded chiefly on my own 
recent observation of the state of public sentimentin the 
North, we believing that a collision was inevitable, and that 
the sooner it came the better for all parties, Page 201. 

‘“They [Northern men] knew that the evils already in- 
flicted on us, to which I have referred, greatly exceed in 
amount any injury that Great Britain attempted when she 
drove the Colonies into resistance.’’— Page 203. 

‘* Seeing that there appeared to be a settled purpose in the 
North to put them to the wall, many of our people regard- 
ing a dissolution of the Union as the inevitable result of 


es on that occasion. 
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1852. 


this aggression, looked forward to the consequences of such 
a state of things. 2 Page Q3. , ; 

« What would be our condition if separated from the 
North? * * * Subjecting the goods of the North to a 
duty with those from other foreign countries, would at once 
give a powerful stimulus to our own manufactures.’’— Page 


204. 

In claiming a fair settlement of the territorial 
question, he said: 

«“ | mean, sir, that no restriction ought to be imposed by 
Congress on this territory, but that after it has been left open 
to all classes for a proper period, the majority may then, 
when they make a State constitution, determine for them- 
selves whether they will permit slavery or not. The South 
will acquiesce in any reasonable settlement. 

‘¢ But when we ask for justice, and to be let alone, we are 
met by the senseless and insane cry of ‘* Union ! Union!’ 
Sir, I aim disgusted with it.”"—Pages 204, *S. 

In the same speech he _—— of stopping the 
wheels of Government, and says: 

« And if it is ascertained that no proper settlement can be 
gotten of the territorial question, it would be in the power 
of the Southern members to defeat all the appropriation 
bills, and bring the Government to a dead halt.’’ 

Again, he says: 

‘é I tell gentlemen if we cannot, in advance, get a fair 
settlement of this question, I should be pleased to see the 
civil and diplomatic bill, the army and navy bill, and all 
other appropriations, fail. ’? 

Now, after this settlement of the territorial ques- 
tion, as he desired it, without restriction, at the 
next session, on the 15th February, 1851, (Ap- 
pendix to Congressional Globe, 3lst Congress, 2d 
session,) he spoke of; rejoicing that the people no 
longer rested on the Union as the solid rock of 
safety. 

That, sir, was the position of my Ipnorable 
friend then, and yet he is now to be mxde the 
leader and head of this great third or Union party 
which is to merge the two great political parties, 

My honorable friend from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Ovrtaw,] and the honorable and talented and 
patriotic gentlemen who coéperated with him, I 
know would not push their doctrines to that ex- 
treme; but Il am faithfully showing the extremes 
to which they would certainly be carried should 
they follow the lead of the gentleman, [Mr. Cuine- 
mAN.] Misery loves company, and my friend 
appears elated at the position he has attained in 
bringing gentlemen into the meshes of his schemes; 
but they will not go these lengths—they are, I 
hope, trne and loyal. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, yourself and the country 
may see the reasons upon which I might have 
acted in remaining in the caucus, and why I should 
not retreat. My construction of the Whig creed 
will not permit a man to run away from his duty. 
I preferred to remain and do my duty; if conse- 
queaces followed which [ could not control, I could 
not, of course, be made responsible. I am in favor 
of the finality of the compromise here, and I am 
for it in the National Whig Convention, and | 
ardently hope to see it there adopted. I may add, 
that [ have said upon the stump, and in public and 
private conversation, that I am for the finality of 
the compromise, and that I will support no man 
for the Presidency who is not sound upon those 
measures, the fugitive slave law included. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. As my honorable friend 
from Tennessee has asked me several questions, 
will he now permit me to ask him one? 

Mr. CULLOM. I have no time to spare. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will not detain the gen- 
tleman one moment. I desire to know why the 
gentleman did not introduce his resolution into the 
caucus? If he had introduced his resolution, and 
it had failed, and the vote had shown that those 
who retired could have carried it, he might then 
have established his point. The gentleman inti- 
mated his intention to introduce it. Why did he 
not do so? 

Mr. CULLOM. I have fully explained my 
reasons. If the gentleman doubted whether these 
resolutions could pass before leaving, I might have 
my doubts after these members had retired; and 
being ardent in my support of the principles of 
the resolutions, I did not choose to submit them to 
a doubtful decision, though I[ was clear in the be- 
lief then, and am confirmed in it now, that the res- 
olutions would have passed had the receding 
friends remained with me and given them their 
maepers as I was ready to do. 

ut the Democratic party have no cause for 
exultation. The Whig party, in congressional 
cancus, did, at the commencement of the session, 
indorse the compromise and its finality, which 
the Democrats refused to do. This places the 
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| Whig party on prominent ground, and I trust that 


the delegates will assemble in the convention with 
a manly—a Roman courage—and face this ques- 
tion; for it is cowardice that gives Abolitionism 


| and higher-law-ism a place in the bosom of Amer- * 


icans. The Constitution, in all its provisions, 
and the laws passed under it, must be executed 


| and carried out if we would maintain inviolate the 


liberties and sacred privileges vouchsafed to us by 
that Constitution which is the result of the seven 
years’ war through which our Washington and 
his compeers stood shoulder to shoulder, regard- 
less of the many and trying scenes and vicissitudes 
of that most eventful period. What earthly law, 
Mr. Chairman, can be higher than that derived 
from the Constitution? From that source we de- 
rive peace, prosperity, happiness, and give counte- 
nance and protection to men of all nations, to all 
religions, and all creeds. Destroy that bulwark 
of American liberty, and chaos would comeagain. 
Then, indeed, would we have higher law and 
higher license, which is, in truth, the proper defi- 
nition, aim, and import of higher law. That man 
who is against the execution of the plain provisions 
of the Constitution, ought not to be dignified with 
the name of American citizen, and surely cannot 
be called an American statesman. That is what 
I say; and [| tell our Northern brethren, that in- 
stead of catering to this unholy and unjust crusade 
against the South and its institutions, you should 
rise above sectional feeling, and Americanize— 
nationalize your hearts, and meet this issue which 
demagogues have obtruded upon you, and frown 
down all attempts to rekindle the fire of discord 
between the two great sections of this Union. 
Nothing but courage is wanting to overcome this 
evil. 

But this Union party is to be formed, and my 
friend from North Carolina [Mr. Ciineman} is to 


| be the first President of the Southern Confederacy, 


if we get up a geographical split; for it will tead 
to that; and there will be a contest between the 
gentleman from Florida [Mr. Capett] and the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. CLineman.] 
|Laughter.} There will be an awful seceding 
then; there will be a worse scramble for place and 
power than there was in the Whig caucus. Mark 
it! But the Union party;—I ask, in the name of 
all that is honest, is not the Whig party a part of 
the Union party? Have I been fizhting the battle 
of the Whigs? Have I emerged from the smoke 
and din of so many glorious battles, either at the 
head or in the ranks, to learn that I have been 
fighting against my country and her institutions? 
Forbid it, Heaven! I hope the Whig and Demo- 
cratic parties both are Union parties; and, notwith- 
standing the excrescences in both parties, both are 
friendly to this Union. And that man who says 
the Whig party is not devoted to this glorious 
Union, slanders as gallant a band of patriots as 
the sun ever fell upon, and proclaims in doing so 
that he is either ignorant of the truth or willfully 
at fault. Iam notashamed of the name of Whiz; 
itis noreproach. Our fathers bore it, and I have 
fought many a political battle under it. I seek no 
new alliances. I will neither add an alias to my 
name nor forsake my companions. In my advo- 
cacy of Whig principles, [ have only the interests 
of my country to subserve, and [ feel that the 
advancement of those principles will best accom- 
plish the desired object. 1 am forthe Constitution 
and its compromises. 
| How is this third party to be organized? Upon 
| sectional grounds, of course. I cannot fully dis- 
cuss this subject here. Our gallant candidate in 
the last gubernatorial campaign in Tennessee 
labored manfully to keep the party on national 
ground; and fierce was the war against secession- 
ists and ultras. The doctrines of the opposition 
had a strong resemblance to those of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Cuineman;] but in the 
| struggle the Whigs were victorious, and the ver- 
| dict of the people was in favor of the Union and 
| the Constitution, and the faithful execution of the 
laws, and especially did they repudiate all agita- 
tion; and while the North observes strictly the 
compact, (and candor obliges me to say I believe 
it will be observed,) I do trust that the South will 
not unnecessarily agitate the question. Our fire- 
eating disunion friends came in for their full share 
of the anathemas meted out to the Free-Soilers. 
They shared equally my denunciations. No! I 
| never denounce anybody but argumentatively, for 
{Tam a mild man, |laughter;] but in my honest 


i3sl 


judgment the men at the South who are contend- 


ing for the right of the States to secede from this 
glorious Union, and who are urging Its exercise 
upon trivial pretexts, are grossly culpable. Equally 
culpable are those at the North who agitate: this 
subject, and who, for opposite reasons, would de- 
stroy the fabrie of our liberties. Thus extremes 
are often found among those who coéperate in 
some respects. A proper view, and a conciliatory 
spirit, would bring about a different state of things; 
but conciliation from the 
whence the wrong sprung. The true friends of 
the Union have ever been right; and based upon 
conservatism, their acts will seldom be far wrong. 
My voice is against him who is against the Union, 
and against the perpetuity ef the institutions of his 
country, come he from the North or from the 
South. It cannot be doubted that the extremes—- 
the Free-Soilers and the 
some considerable extent united against the com- 
promise; but in the end they will accomplish noth- 
ing beyond their own defeat. ‘ Truth is mighty, 
and will prevail.’’ America is God’s own chosen 
country, and he will not permit the throne of lib- 
‘rty to crumble beneath the blows of the wicked or 


the misguided. 


should come souree 


Secessionists—are, to 


Mr. Chairman, I have been called a Scott man: 
and why? Simply because I have, everywhere, 
deprecated all denunciation of the leading men of 
the party. lam not, Mr. Chairman, of that class 
of gentlemen—politicians—who 


** Construe the times to their own necessities”” 


who believe, or act as thouch they believe, that 
some men in their own party must be defamed and 
cast aside, simply because they stand, by virtue 
of thetr worth and way of 
others, who are, perchanee, but sectional favorites 
Feelings that 
dictate such a principle find no lodgment in my 
I feel it my duty to speak upon this sub- 
ject openly, and with a view to lessen the discord 
and other evils, that grow out of it. 

I have seen 


prominence, in the 
1, sir, recognize no such principle. 


DTeASL. 


men, in different sections of this 
Union, conduct their schemes of self-aggrandize- 
ment upon this baneful and party-sacrificing prin- 
ciple; and other gentlemen in this House have, I 
doubt not, witnessed the samething. I have seen 
it broucht to bear in elections of the most unim 
character, as well as in others of much 
| have known good and true men, 
warm and abiding friends of this Union and of 
our Constitution, slandered and beslimed with the 
venom of the vindictive spirit of the unholy ambi- 
tion of rivals. Sir, this unscrupulous ambition, 
backed by the reckless adherence of such individ- 
uals as suffer themselves to be carried away, with- 
out reflection, by the dazzle of promises, or by a 
fair exterior—by a sort of will-o’-the-wisp light— 
as the moth is dazzled by the burning candle, has 
caused the Whig party many a defeat; and, if the 
course be continued in, it will cause us many 
another overthrow. I feel that I hazard nothing 
in saying that the exercise of personal or sectional 
feeling such as this, has been, for years, the bane 
of the Whig party. It has been a great instru- 
ment in the hands of our opponents, and it has 
done more to destroy our party union, to defeat 
us in our elections, than any other—perhaps more 
than all other causes. 

It is quite time, sir, that this track were aban- 
doned. It is time that those who have been duped 
come back to the ranks of their party; and it is 
time that scheming leaders returned to their duty. 
It is time that men professing to love and support 
the principles of Washington—the principles that 
have made our country what it is, great, mighty, 
prosperous, free, and happy—unite in solid phal- 
anx, and go forth freed of faction, unshackled, 
regardless of petty personalities, giving no heed 
to the calls of Januses, and battle for the mainte- 
nance of those principles, and for the party they 
believe and declare to be in the right. In union 
there is streneth, and in strength and action there 
is success. The Whig party possesses al] the 
elements of success, and whenever united it is 
triumphant. Its principles are those of liberty 
and true republicanism : 

I could not tellwho would be the nominee of 
the Convention. I could not say whether it 
would fall upon Scott, Webster, or Piilmore. 
With one single reservation, I have declared my- 
self for the candidate of the Whig Convention. 

i That reservation was, that the nominee must be 


portant 
importance. 
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unequivocally sound upon the compromise meas- 
ures. 

Mr. POLK, (interrupting.) You say you will 
support no man except he be sound upon the 
l ask, if you do not require a dis- 
tinct pledge from the convention, how will you 
find 1 out if there 18 no pledge? 

Mr. CULLOM. I must ascertain the fact in 
svine way, beyond all dispute, and unequivo- 
cal y. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have deprecated this 
fraternal strife, and | do not think it very culpable 
in me to stay my hand from inflicting injury upon 
my Whig frends, with whom | expect to codp- 
erate in the straggle which is tocome off. When 
{ have remonstrated with some gentlemen, and 
attempted to keep them from casting fire-brands 
into our parly ranks, | have been actuated alone 
by a desire to see the Whig party and its glorious 
principles triamph, and not for the promotion of 
any particular man. With the Whig party, the 
motto has been ** Measures, not men;’’ and I, sir, 
ain not disposed to reverse the maxim. 

I had, Mr. Chairman, the honor of being upon 
the electoral ticket of the distinguished President 
who now fills the Executive office with so much 
credit to himself, and with su much benefit and 
glory to this Republic; and, sir, humble as the 
tribute 18, 1 stand here to award to him in my 
own nght, and in behalf of my constituents, the 
fullest meed of praise my tongue can lisp, for 
the manner in which he has discharged the ardu- 
ous duues of the station to which he has been 
elevated by the franchise of the American people. 
1 say, too, sir, that the people in Tennessee—l 
speak particularly of my own constituents, but the 
remark will apply to the people of the whole State, 
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and I speak itin their voi1ce—are undivided in their | 


devotion to Millard Fillmore. 
able division of sentiment in ‘Tennessee upon that 
subject. IL have always preferred his nomination, 
and the fact is well known. [| have said, tuo, that 
if he could not get the nomination, and the Con- 
vention should present a man who is sound upon 
the compromise, | would support him with equal 
ardor, and devote to him,as | did to Mr. Fillmore 
in the last campaign, whatever of zeal and ability 
I can command. 

There is Mr. Webster, sir; [ could support him 
for the Presidency, and 1 could support him with 
great pleasure. He deserves the thanks, not only 
of the American people, but of the world; his 
genius and patriousm are transcendent. 

But, sir, although I say this much for those 
gentlemen, | shall not raise my voice in detraction 
of General Winfield Scout. 1 have never done so, 
and, God being my witness, I never will. His 
rivals would scorn the action, justice would re- 
buke it, honor and patriousm would forbidit. He 
may or may not be nominated. If he receive the 
nomination, he should receive, as he deserves, the 
support of the American people. Mr. Chairman, 
while | have been sleeping upon beds of down he 
has been defending me—he has been marching and 
fighting gallantly—not under the black flag allu- 
ded to by my honorable colleague, (Mr. Wiu.- 
LiaMs,]} but under the flag of our own dear country 
—the stars and stripes of liberty. Yes, sir, he 
has been defending us and our liberties; he has 
been fightung the foes of the country, upon for- 
eign and domestic soil, when the country has been 
wrapt in sweet, forgetful sleep; and my tongue 
shall never utter a slander or an imputation against 
him. His laurels have been dearly earned. A 
black flag! indeed. My colleague (Mr. Wi.- 
i1Ams]} did not measure the force and weight of 
that declaration. What isa black flag? Why, 
a piratical flag. Sir, is it to be said that the gal- 
lant soldier, the victorious chieftain of forty-three 
years, and of so many glorious batues, has marched 
under a piratical flag? Can it be possible that my 
honorable friend has a remote conjecture that such 
could ever be thecase? Why, sir, the conjecture 
is an imputation, and avows a want of patriotism. 

But, sir, General Scott, of all living men, per- 
haps, as shown the strongest evidence that he 
loves his country. L will not now stop to enu- 
merate his achievements. Gentlemen say that 
they know he is sound upon the slavery question, 
and the declaration is supported by gentlemen 
upon my right, [Mr. Cuiweman, Mr. OvurTLaw, 
and Mr, Sranzy;j and the gentleman from Flor- 
ida [Mr. Capeit) has himself borne evidence to 
his soundness upon this question. The gentle- 


There isno respect- i 
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man from Connecticut [Governor CLevecanp] 


comes gallantly to the rescue, and makes General 
Scott preéminently responsible for the passage of 
she compromise measures while acting as Secre- 
tary of War. He actuaily lent the influence of 
his office to carry forward these pacific measures. 

Here is an extract from Governor CLEvVELAND’s 


speech, delivered in the House of Representatives, | 


Ist April, 1852. Amongst other things he said: 

** It proposes to indorse the infamous fugitive slave law, 
a purely Whig measure, and that it is such I will demon 
strate, so that no man upon this floor can deny it.’’ 

Again, he says: 

*“ But Mr. Clay, as I have shown, had conceived the 
plan. Mr. Webster, for reasons best known to himself, had 
made bis 7th of March speech. General Tayior died, and 


Mr. Fillmore took command of the ship of State, discharged | 


the old, and shipped a new crew, with Mr. Webster as first 


officer ; hoisted the compromise flag, and started on his | 


Southern cruise. What motive governed Mr. Fillmore in 
his entire change of policy of the Administration, whether 
it was love of slavery and power, or hatred of his rival, 
Governor Seward, [ aim not able to say, and I believe the 
country is equally unenlightened on this subject. General 
Scott was by Mr. Fillmore placed temporarily at the head 
of the War Department, and, in that position, coupled with 
his great military tame, was able to, and did exert a power- 
ful influence in favor of the compromise measures. Here, 
then, is every nan whose name has been mentioned, or is 
likely to be mentioned as a candidate for the Presidency 
on the Whig side, to wit: Clay, Webster, Fillmore, Scott, 
all exerting themselves to the utmost in pushing through 
this senes of measures, the slave law included. And what 
was the position of these distinguished Whigs? One was 
at the head oi the Government, avother in command of the 
Army.”’ 


Again, in the same speech, he says: 


‘* But | must pass on ; these measures were passed mainly 
through the influence of Clay, Fillmore, Webster, Scott, 
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Cobb, and Foote; these were the men who carried them |} 


through, and every man who was in the last Congress 
knows it.”’ 

Thus we see that Governor CLeveLanp makes 
witnesses of every member of Congress to the fact 
that General Scott was one of the mainsupporters 
of those measures before and at the time they 
passed. And while the Free-Soilers in the North 
are holding General Scott responsible for the pas- 
sage of those measures, with a view to render him 
odious, others in the-South, with the same view, 
are endeavoring to make it appear that he is, and 
has been, opposed to them. 

After all this, sir, gentlemen say that he must 
declare that he is sound. ‘They want a guarantee 
that he will not array himself under the black flag, 
with Mr. Sewarp at the head. [Laughter.)] My 
stars! how Mr. Sewarp frightens the American 
people! Why, sir,as much was said of Mr. Fill- 
more, but I defended him upon an hundred stumps 
from the charge of abolitionism. It was my lot 
upon the electoral ticket to defend him—not from 
his friends, but against the Democratic press, from 
Maine to Georgia, and against orators as numer- 
ous as the locusts of Egypt. 

Now, | understand that Mr. Sewarp will sup- 
port the nominee of the Whig National Conven- 
tion; and itis said he is a Free-Soiler. Iam not 
his defender. Does his unsoundness taint the 
candidate who receives his vote? If so, how ut- 
terly unworthy of trust will be the Democratic 
candidate, who receives the votes, as he will, be 
he whom he may, of Grppines, Kine, Sumner, 
Ranrout, and CLeveranp. While a mote is dis- 
covered in the eye of the Whigs, remember there 
is a beam in the eye of our Democratic neighbor. 

It is said, and ie gentleman from Connecticut 
[Mr. CLeve.anp] proves it, that the compromise 
measures are not only Whig measures, but that 
General Scott is preéminently responsible for them. 
Why, sir, he takes all the glory away from the 
Democrats, and says that there was not a promi- 
nent Democrat who supported the measures in 
their inception. I understand my friend [Mr. 
CLEVELAND] to be a mighty Cass man, though a 
little free-soilish. Mr. Cass never voted for the 
fugitive slave bill. I have the Journal and the 


Congressional Globe, proving the fact; and I state | 


here, that although Creneral Cass was in the Sen- 
ate of the United States on the very day that the 
bill passed, the very moment it was ordered to be 
engrossed he was missing; nor does the record 
show where he went; neither does he or his 
friends explain. Colonel Benton would call this 
riding both sides the sappling. [Laughter.] Bat 
the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Uns eae et 
explains the reasons. And, sir, the distinguishe 

| Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Dovetas,] Young 

| America himself, had to dodge the vote upon the 

\, fugitive slave law. 











Hear what Governor CLEVELAND says in the 
speech referred to: 

** Did the distinguished Senator from Illinois vote for this 
slave law? No! Why? Because a Democratic Legisla- 
ture had instructed him otherwise. Governor Cass, one 
of the most distinguished men in the nation, and of bis 
party, did not record his vote in favor of this Federal bant- 
ling, nor, in fact, did any Democrat whose position is one 
of mark, except those who have since formed a coalition 
with Whigs. In view of these facts, who will say that this 
fugitive slave law was not of Whig or Federal origin.” 

Yes, sir, he was ill. My honorable friend [Mr, 
Ricuarpson] says he hada bile. [Laughter.] The 
Senator himself says he had a bill which fell due 
at New York. I think, sir, that that was an 
awful bill. It had no right to fatl due just at the 
very moment the distinguished Senator wascalled 
upon to vote upon the fugitive slave law. That 
was a cruel bill. I know not whether it was a 
bill or a bile. [Laughter.] I will be corrected in 
this particular by what my friend from Illinois 
{Mr. Ricuarpson] may say, but I hope he and 
the honorable Senator will render the same ex- 
cuse, for there is very hittle relevancy between a 
bile and a bill. Will the gentleman answer whether 
or not it was a bile that prevented the Senator from 
voting ? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman, I trust, 
isa man of too much gallantry to make charges 
without giving an opportunity for reply. 

Mr. CULLOM. Go on, sir. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman can make 
what use he pleases of the statement I shall make 
in this matter, and he is welcome to all the cclaé 
he can derive from it. 

I did say that Judge Dovetas was sick and un- 
able to attend when the vote was taken upon the 
fugitive slave bill. 1 made the statement upon my 
own responsibility, relying upon my own mem- 
ory. 1 was mistaken; and to me, and me only, 
belongs the odium, if there is any, for all that I 
said. The fugitive slave bill passed late in the 
session, and } remembered the fact, that Judge 
Dovexas was confined for several days before the 
close of that session to his room by indisposition. 
Yemembering these facts, | did make the state- 
ment, and was wrong. 

After the statement I made, my attention was 
not called to the subject till after Folia Dovetas 
made his own defense in the Senate, and since no 
suitable opportunity has occurred to set myself 
right. The gentleman can make now the most of 
it. I will add but another word. 

Mr. CULLOM. Certainly, go on. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Theimputation against 
Judge Dovaetas that he dodged the responsibility of 
voting upon the fugitive bill, is made with but bad 
grace by gentlemen situated as the gentleman is. 
A bare statement of what is known to the whole 
country is sufficient. Judge Doveras was the first 
to meet the tide of public sentiment at the North, 
which set strongly against this measure and to 
vindicate the bill. And while his Chicago speech 
was the first that was made for the bill, no argu- 
ment in the courts, no essays in the papers, and no 
defense of the measure made anywhere up to this 
moment, have been as able and as satisfactory. 
The bill passed Congress in September, I believe. 
In October following, the Chicago speech was 
made, assuming all the responsibility of an affirm- 
ative vote, and yet the American people are asked 
to believe that Judge Dovetas dodged the vote, 
was afraid to vote upon the bill. I will not argue 
such a question here or elsewhere. But I ask the 
gentleman what Whig aspirant for the Presidency, 
or what prominent Whig can show that he has 
done as much? What Northern man has done 
more? 

Mr. CULLOM. 
sides him. 

Mr, RICHARDSON. Who were they? 

Mr. CULLOM. Since the matter has become 
popular, [ can find you many who did not vote 
for the fugitive slave bill, but who now defend it 
most lustily. There is the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Brooxs,] who said that we were about 
to destroy him in the South, and that we had 
erected a gallows upon which he was to be exe- 
cuted. My honorable friend, | understand, did 
not vote for the fugitive slave bill, although here; 
yet in the caucus, he made himself the very Mag- 
nus Apollo of the compromise measures, Not only 
so, but it is said—and if untruthfully, it should be 


There were plenty more be- 


| corrected—that he not only refused to vote forthe - 


fugitive slave bill, but advised my friend to the 
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right [Mr. Briees] to change the vote he had cast | didate for the Presidency.’’ I must review alittle 
in its favor. Notwithstanding that, sir, he has be- || the public course of the gentleman who thus as- 
come the great oracle of the institution of slavery. saults General Scott, who defended me whilst I 
We thank him for what he has done. was a child; and I and my country would be ree- 
Mr. BROOKS. Rumors, like the one the gen- || reant to the promptings of patriotism not to repel 
tleman has stated, should not be thrown out with- the assault, come it from what quarter it may. I 
out some foundation—and there is no fou dation || have the right of speech here, if General Scott has 
whatever for this piece of fancy. My honorable || not, and I will, with my voice, defend him. But 
colleague from New York, (Mr. Briees,]} I take it || listen a moment to the gentleman, [Mr. Firen:]} 
for granted, votes of his own accord and upon his || 
own free will and principles, and will set me right || 
in this matter. One word in reply to what the gen- || 
tleman has said in regard to my vote upon the | 
fugitive slave law. The gentleman must notscatter || 
his arrows right and left if he will not give me an | 
opportunity of defending myself. Ifthe gentleman | 
will consult the Congressional Globe and record, 
he will find that upon the various occasions upon 
which the fugitive slave bill was brought forward, 
I voted for it over twenty times upon divisions, 
and in every way facilitated action upon it. He 
will also find thatmy main objection to voting for it | 
on its final passage was, that when it was brought 
forward by the chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, [Mr. Tuompson, of Pennsylvania,] it was | 
forthwith pressed, violently pressed, under the | 
operation of the previous question, without giving 
the House an opportunity even to read the bill in 
print, or to have it printed atall. It is unfair for Mr. Chairman, whether Whig or Democrat 
the gentleman to scatter his arrows right and left |! assail a prominent Whig, [ will test the cause—in 
without affording me and my colleague [Mr. || this case I shall test it with the plummet. The 
}n1GGS] an opportunity to defend ourselves from || Democratic press is down upon General Scott, as 
the random arrows he is throwing all about. italways has been down upon Whig favorites. 

Mr. CULLOM. The gentleman called on me || The object, sir, is to draw off the public mind 
for an example of the case. || from their own fueds and enormities. The Dem- 

Mr.RICHARDSON. Willthegentleman per- | ocratic orators everywhere, and the gentleman 
mit me for only a moment? from Indiana [Mr. Firrcu] himself, have taken the 

Mr. CULLOM. Be brief, as my time has || field against General Scott. If it was his desire 
nearly expired, that the American people should believe, from his 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I willask the gentleman || wanting General Scott to come out, that he him- 
but this one question: When, in the gentleman’s |! self supported that measure, he will fail of his 
opinion, will the fugitive slave law become pop- || purpose; for the Journals, unfortunately for him, 
ular enough at the North to permit General Scott || stand as evidence to the contrary. His votes will 
to avow himself in its favor? Judge Douglas || be found recorded on page 1452 of the Journal of 
came out in its vindication before it was popular. || the Thirty-first Congress. 

Mr. CULLOM. General Scott is known to be Mr. FITCH. I can save the gentleman the 
acompromise man. I, sir, know him to be such; || trouble of any reference to the Journal. I voted 
and I would not permit myself to be deceived, nor || against the fugitive slave law—have so said before, 
would I be the means of deceiving others upon || and further said, as I now do, that under similar 
this point. Gentlemen may find enough in Gen- || circumstances, I should give the same vote again. 
eral Scott’s Castle Garden speech, in his letters to || The previous question prevented debate on the 
Honorables Daniel Webster and Henry Clay, and | bill, or attempt to amend it, and no means were 
in the evidence which all bear, to satisfy them, if 
they will be satisfied, that he espoused the com- | 
promise measures quite as early and as ardently | 
as any man, perhaps, that can be found in the 
country, not excepting Mr. Webster or Mr. | 
Fillmore. There are plenty of private citizens | 
who are informed and satisfied upon this point— | 
better informed and better satisfied, I might infer 
from their remarks, than are many gentlemen who 
it is presumed know more of such matters than 
the people. Notwithstanding General Scott is | 
known here and everywhere to be sound upon 
these measures, he is assailed by the opposition 
press, and by Democratic orators, as Whig favor- 
ites always are. He is assailed, not because he | 
is against those measures, not because he is sup- 
~ to be in favor of their repeal or modification, 
out because he should, in the opinion of wiseacres, | 
come out with a letter. Sir, who has called upon 
him for his opinion? Where are the letters of the 
several Democratic aspirants upon the slavery 
question? Surely thereare none before the coun- 
try. Yet, sir, it does seem that Democracy will | 
£0 into convulsions if it cannot get to read a letter 
from General Scott upon the subject. My judg- 
ment was that a letter should have been written | 
long ago; but some Whigs, as if to force the nom- 
ination of another, have been—I had almost said | 
bullying General Scott to write since the period 
of his prominence for the nomination would have 
made it appropriate for him to have written; and | 
I must say, that much as I admire frankness in | 
politics, I do not see how General Scott could for | 
months past have written upon the subject. But, | 
sir, should he be the Whig candidate, he should, | 
and I know that he would, avow himself to the | 
country, as he does on all occasions in conversa- | 
tion, for the prompt maintenance and execution of 
all the compromise measures. 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Indiana | 
[Mr. Fircn] saw proper to assail General Scott, | 
and I believe he called him the ** mum Whig can- | 














“In 1849, Doctor Fircn pledged himself to the Free- 
Soilers, when a candidate for their suffrages, in the follow- 
ing language: 

** 1. To vote for the unconditional abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia. 

2. To vote for the abolition 
trade. 

** 3. To vote for the Wilmot proviso being extended over 
| the Territory of California, and New Mexico, and against 
| the law authorizing slaves to be taken there as property. 

‘* Doctor Frres concluded his letter. containing the above 
named pledges of fidelity to Free-Soil principles, by the 
following explicit declaration : 

‘<¢ Entertaining the views indicated in my answer above, 
*T shall not only vote ves on all these measures, but if no 
* older or ablerinember, whose influence for them would be 
‘ greater than mine, can be found to introduce them to Con 
‘ gress, I shall do so myself, if I have the honor of holding 
‘a seat there. GRAHAM N. FITCH.” 


of the inter-State slave 


This is the gentleman who proclaims General 
Scott a mum candidate, who asperses his name, 
and seeks to impeach his patriotism. 


sions, except a negative vote on its passage. But 
| it is the law—it is one of the series of measures 
constituting the compromise which I sustain— 
which | have declared, and I repeat it, should be 
sustained by all good citizens; should be received 
as a final settlement of slavery issues and slavery 
agitation in Congress; should be observed, and 
their provisions, those of the fugitive slave law in- 
cluded, be faithfully executed. My vote is of 
little importance to the country—my opinions less; 
but the same declaration | have made relative to 
the compromise has been made by the great mass 
of my party, and by all its prominent candidates 
for the Presidency. The questions now at issue 
are, will the party to which the gentleman belongs 
assume the same position—a position of national 
importance, and of vital interest to his section of 
the country? And will his candidate (General Scott) 
make the same declaration? Will he declare what 
will be his policy relative to those measures in the 
event of his election? The gentleman’s opinions 
and assumptions, though doubtless of far more 
importance than any I may express, are not an 
answer, and will not be received assuch. The 
answer can only come from the Whig party, and 
from General Scott. Both are evading it, and 
with the genteman’s aid. Will they continue to 
do so? 

Mr. CULLOM. That will do, sir; but is 
General Scott to write letters upon the question 
when not requested so to do, when the gentleman, 
under solemn oath, acting with responsibility to 
God and his country, would not dare to record his 
vote for the measure? He recorded his vote with 
Gippines, Gort, Juttan, and Preston Kine. I 
hope I may be excused for mentioning this matter 
of history. I donot wish to bring down upon my 
head the anathemas of the venerable gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. Gropines.] Fine company is 
that in which my friend from Indiana is found; 
and, although denouncing upon this floor a ven- 
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left of expressing dissent from any of its provi- 
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erable patriot, he says he would vote so again. 1 
have no doubt of it. The country shall see who ; 
General Scott’s assailants are. On the 17th Sep- <a 
tember, 1850, when the bill to 
trade in the District of C under dis- 
cussion, Mr. A. G. Brown offered the following 
amendment: 
** and heift fur 
sons within the Distrtct of Columbia, shall entice or ind: 
by persu 210Nn Or othnermeans, any storun away 
from his, her, or their owners, or lawful possessor, 
im any 


repeai the siave 


olumbia was 


her enacted, That, ifany free rper 


> person ¢ 





slave or slave 
or shail 
manner aid, abet, or assist any slave or siaves in 
running away or escaping from the owner or lawtul possess 
or of such siave or slaves, or shall harbor any 

laves with the intent to assist him, her, or them, to escape 
from the service of such owner or possessor, such per 
persons shall be liable to indi 


slave of 


m or 
‘ttinentin the circuit court of 
the District of Columbia; and, upon conviction, by verdict, 
shall be 
tentiary for any Ume not ext 


confession, or otherwise, imprisoned in the pent 


eeding five year 


amendment G. N. Fireu voted, 
1 Tuappevs 


IKUIN¢ ,» “ANG 


Against this 


with CLEVELAND, GorTrT, 
STEVENS. 

This is the gentleman who has become the guar- 
dian of the Whig party, an i of Southern rights. 
This is the 
that was intended as a platform for Secessionisis, 
Abolitionists, and higher-law men to stand upon; 
and itis he who is made the mouth-piece to d 
nounce General Scott as a ** mum candidate. 


author of the dodging resolution, 


e- 
» 


Sir, the gentleman will sicken of this business, so 
sure as fate. The ethics of the gentleman make 
it quite admissible to steal negroes, but do not allow 
that it is proper to punish the perpetrator. 

I have said that the resolution of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Frrem] was a resolution drawn 
to enable the ree-Soilers and Secessionis 
cupy the same platform. Any intelligent person 
who will read these resolutions carefully, will per- 
ceive this. 

The resolution offered by the gentleman [Mr. 
Fircu] is in these words: 


* Resolved, That we 


$0 OC- 


recognize the binding efficacy of 


the compromises of the Constitution, and believe it to be 
the intention of the people generally, as we hereby declare - 
it to be ours individually, to abide such compromises, and 


to sustain the laws necessary to carry 
vision for the delivery of fugitive slaves included —and that 
we deprecate all further agitation of questior growing 
out of that provision, of the questions embraced in the acts 
of the last Congress known as the compromise, and of ques 
tions generally connected with the institution of slavery, as 
unnecessary, useless, and dangerous.”’ 


them out—the pro 


Now, almost all the Free-Soilers recognize the 
compromises of the Constitution—all parts of it, 
as they understand it. The State Rights Free- 
Soiler (Mr. Rantour] from Massachusetts, the 
gentlemen from Connecticut [Mr. Creveranp} 
and from New York, {[Mr. Kine,] all recognize 
these compromises. But they do not 
in the compromise acts These acts they de- 
nounce, as does the new convert from Indiana. 
These compromises of the Constitution require 
jury trials for the runaway slave, as these I'ree 
Soilers contend. This resolution does not approve 
the fugitive slave law. Well,aftera consultation, 
the resolution was put into the hands of a gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Jackson,] claimed to be 
a Secessionist. If lam not misinformed, he was 
told this resolution from the Indiana gentleman 
was worth nothing; so it was patched up for the 
gentleman from Georgia, who has to stand god- 
father toit. So it was, after a little Speaker-room 
caucus, as I believe, but, after some consultation, 
amended and offered by the gentlenian from Geor- 
gia, as follows: 

‘* Resolved, That we recognize the binding efficacy of the 
compromises of the Constitution, and believe it to be the 
intention of the people generally, as we hereby declare it 
to be ours individually, to abide such compromises, and to 
sustain the laws necessary to carry them out—the provision 
for the delivery of fugitive slaves — the act of the last 
Congress for that purpose) included ; and that we depre 
cate all further agitation of questions growing out of that 
provision, of the questions embraced in the acts of the last 
Congress known as the compromise, and of questions gen 
erally connected with the institution of slavery, as unneces- 
sary, useless, and dangerous.”’ 


acqule sce 


On examination, Mr. Chairman, it will be seen 
that these are the Georgia words inserted—forced 
on the Indiana Free-Soil resolution, ** and the acts 
of the last Congress for that purpose.”” Now, sir, 
whv was this inserted, if the first resolution was 
sufficient? The first resolution evaded the fugi- 
tive law. That was for the benefit of the Free- 


Soilers. The second [Mr. Jacxson’s] inserted 
the fugitive act. That was for the benefit of the 
Secessionists. But nothing was said of the com- 


promise measures—not one word. Only the *‘ com- 
promises of the Constitution,’’ which are recog- 
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ized by the Calhoun Nullifiers and Secessionists, 
nd by the Free-Soilers, like Hallett, and others 
y ’ ’ 
n this Tlouse, Ranrout, CLevetanp, Givpines 
Kine, &c., &., &e. 
Thus, then, the 
But it still 


coalition platform was built up. 


required bracing; and though the 
friends to sust un 
the previous question, moved by the rentl nan 
the Union Democrats would not 


WY 
isten to its call. The 


Democratic organ called on 
from Georgia, 
previous question eine 
another resolution was offered by a 
iocrat from Georgia, [Mr. Hitvtyer.] 
tate, as the record will show, that 


voted down, 
Union Den 


First, let mes 


many of the Secessionists voted for the coalition 
platform. Those who in caucus voted together 
for Speaker, together voted for the ‘*compromises 


of the Constitution,’’ some for jury trial, and 
againstit; somefor the fugitive slave law, 
repeal; but all for the ‘* Compro- 
mises of the Constitution,’’ as understood by 
Hallet and others in Massachusetts, and by the 
Se Carolina. 

The previous question was voted down; 
he gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Hintyer,] a 
(Tnion man, offered the following Whig resolu- 

n—Fillmore resolution—for it was the words 


so0mMme 


and some for its 


essionists in South 
then 


of his message: 
** Resolved, That the series of acts passed during the first 
ossion of the Thirty-first Congress, known as the compro 
inise, are regarded asa final adjustment and permanent set 
Hementof the questions therein embraced, and should be 
maintained and executed as such.’’ 
lor thiscompromise (Fillmore) resolution, as 
fur as | can learn from the Journals, every South- 
ern Whig voted. The only one called ‘a Whig 
vho voted against it, was the gentleman from 
vorth Carolina, who thinks both parties are fac- 
tions, and whose opinions agree with the Seces- 
ionists. I believe all those known as 
ists from Virginia, South Carolina, and other 
States, voted against this resolution; voted with 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Criine- 
“man.| With his name are those of Fowrer, 
Mawn, Ranrovun, and Twex; 
YABLE and others, understood to be 
opposed to the compromise measures, 
Now, sir, why did the gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. Hitiver| offer his amendment? Because, 
] & patriot, he wanted distinct indorsement 
if the compromise measures—all of them. He 
wanted no dodging-place for secession and aboli- 
tion. Why ~ the Abolitionists and Secession- 
ts (1 believe all of them) vote against the Com- 
womise, the Union resolution ? 
ve ** final 


sSecession- 





— ae 
PRESTON IKLING, 


with Mr. 


> 
Because it recog- 
settlement of the compromise 


ee 
Now, Mr. Chairman, no man of sense can ex- 
vine e course of these rentiemen, and not see¢ 
that the Democracy are preparing, under the lead 
of Tal and such men, to pass unmeaning reso- 
iti n the Baltnmore Convention, and to rive 
the **eo-by’’ to the compromise resolutions—to 
low Abolitionists to agitate for jury trial and re 


ul of the fugitive law, under the compromises of 
} itution; and to allow Secessionists at the 
South to denounce the territorial bills, the bill 
District, and the 
a, as doing injustice 


1 i } 


tbolishing the slave trade in this 

admitting Californi 
South. 

Sir, the 


1 
to the 


high-minded, intelligent people I repre- 
it, will through this flimsy mask, and de- 
vise the hypocrisy of those men who wish to 
make party cepital out of — 


’ slavery question, 
and who will not abide by the 


OTN pee ise meas- 


Thy ul of them; will not support and sustain 
1em as the Whigs of the South do, as General 
tt does-—as a final settlement of the questions 
therein embraced 
Now, Mr. Chairman, to return to the subject of 
etter-writine and bids for the Presiden CY, le me 
hat itis not always thata ram is the best 
idence of a man’s soundness. The creater 
iarantee is to be found in his past life and ser- 
vices It has been truthfully remarked that he 
WiLo nat to lye true ed without ede Ss. is notto 
é e more trusted thouch he should make them. 


And, sir, if the past life and services of a man 
future 


it euarantee to be found in the life and services 


ford any guarantee for his action, then is 
hern birth and eduea- 
, American in heart and 
vction, deveted from early life to his country 
he certainly p 
‘essary for the stati yn, 
ich his name is connected. 


Creneral Seott, {) mse 


. 
upright and talented 


ssesges all 
high as it 


rmusites ne 


3, Wilih W hy 


Sir, if you take for example the celebrated | 
Coleman letter of General Jackson, you will find | 
that it was const paue to suit each and every lati- | 
tude; and, descending to later times, if you look 
at the Kane letter of the late President, (Mr. 
Polk,) you will find that that also was subjected 
to similar construction. And again, sir, if we 
glance at General Cass’s Nicholson letter, we find 
that it also was construed to suit every meridian 
of the Union. ‘That letter, sir, has passed through 
many editions, and under numerous supervisions, 
to meet the exigencies of the times; and it is 
doubtless now undergoing a revision, and will be 
presented in such a form as will be most likely to 
strike the public mind favorably in case he should 
become a candidate for the Presidency. And, sir, 
it is probable that the various editions of his life 
also, will be revised for a like purpose. 

Mr. Chairman, it has been said that the attempt 


to elect General Scott to the Presidency will, at | 


least in the South, be a splendid failure. Sir, I do 
not claim to speak for the South. Ido not pre- 
tend to be invested with the power to look into the 
future. It has been proclaimed that Tennessee will 
not sustain him. I am not here invested with 
authori ty to commit my State to the support of any 
man. 
to say, nor am I prepared to admit, or believe, that 
my State—one of the proudest of the Confederacy, 

one that has vindicated her devotion to the princi- 
ples of the Whig party in every presidential con- 
test from 1836 to the present time—will now aban- 
don her long-cherished principles. Who is author- 
ized to say that she will ingloriously retreat in the 
approac hing contest, and permit her proud banner, 

thi at has floated in glorious triumph overa thousand 
hard fought fields, to trail in the dust? Others 
may distrust her fidelity and devotion to the coun- 
try and the principles she has so long espoused; 

but as for myself, | do not distrust her. She has 
learned her princ iples in a se hool not soon to be 
forgotten. She has at all times attested her devo- 
tion to her principles, and my word for it, she will 
be found faithful among the faithless, and her ban- 
ner will yet wave in triumph amidst the fiercest 
strife, and no blot shall stain her escutcheon. Her 
motto has ever been, and, I trust, will ever be, 

‘* Fearless and faithful.’’ 

Let me say to my Democratic friends, that you 
have got notimetoswap horses; you have yourown 
feuds to adjust, instead of distressing yourselv es 
upon the question whether the Whig party will 
lay down a sound platform, and whetber a national 
candidate will be placed on it. Look to yourown 
troubles, which are thickening upon you; your 
State conventions have nearly all given the go-by 
to the compromise measures; your Free- Soil wine 
here, who are numerous and influential, in warn- 
ing tones give notice in their speeches, and i 
heated conversation, that the attempt to make Re 
finality of the compromise measures a part of the 
Democratic platform in convention, will prove 
whilst the State-Rights Secession wing 
re fuse to acknowledge its binding efficacy.* 

Here the hammer feil.] 





abortive; 


* Nore.—Since the delivery of this speech, I find, 
n the Repul lic of the 18th of May, 1852, the to 
lowing letter, which, [ understand, comes from a 
table ventleman. I publish this as one ot 
many instances of ~ coalition between the De- 
moct : cy an id the Abolitionists. These are the 
all lies of those who denoanc e General Scott! 


i 
] 


respec 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Boston to a friend 
in this city: 
* Boston, May 13, 1852. 

* * * The coalition Senate has passed a bill which, 
in my judgment, nullifies the fugitive law. Ithas passed to 
a third reading in the House, though there is hope it will be 
killed when it comes up for engrossment. The vote in the 
Senate L inclose you. The politics of each member is 
marked. You will notice, 
Mr. Haswell, who is the editor of the Boston Times, a Lo 
cofoco paper in this city, that has the names of Douglas and 
Hunter tor President and Vice President at the head of its 
columns. He voted forit. You will also notice the name 
of Mr. Knowlton. He is the editor of the Worcester Palla 
dium, a Locofocg paper. He has been a candidate for Con 

rees several times, and is the delegate from that district to 
Knowiton not only 


» Democratic National Convention. 
voted for it, but he spoke in favor of it. 

‘| will try and procure a copy of the bill. The vote in 
both Houses was nearly a party vote. Outofone hundred 
and ninety-six Whigs in the House, only four voted for it; 
with these four exceptions, the whole of the yeas are from 
the Democrats and Free-Soilers. 
» Senate, only one Whig voted for it.” 


“In t! 


This bill was supported by Hallett’s 


among the yeas, the name of 


I claim no such power; but I am not willing 
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friends— ! 


tea May 17, 


‘Mr. CLINGMAN . Ido not intend to detain the 
committee now by a speech, in reply to my friend 
from Tennessee, {Mr- CuLLom,] for two reasons. 
In the first place, I, as a member of the Commit- 
mittee on Territories, am extremely averse to 
having the time devoted to territorial business 
taken up by this political debate, and I intend to 
ask that the committee rise, in order that the 
House may pass a resolution terminating debate, 
But, secondly, as 1 am on the floor for this pur- 
pose, I assure the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
CuL.om] that the reason why I do not reply to 
him now is notthat I have any lack of respect for 
him individually, or for his effort. The gentleman 
has obviously passed over all the seceders except 
myself. He probably thought that he would not 
be a match for any of these individuals, and 
selected me as the weakest and humblest of the 
number. While I readily admit that the centle- 
man has shown great judgment and prudence in 
choosing his antagonists, | nevertheless say to 
him, if the occasion was such as, in my judgement, 
to require it, that even I, humble as [ admit my- 
self to be in comparison with the gentlemen who 
were associated with me, would not fear to meet 
him on these issues, and with little fear of the 
result. But everybody sees that the object of the 
gentleman is to avoid all collision with the others. 
They might possibly, in his opinion, oa too 
formidable for him, or else his object is to place 
me preéminently conspicuous in this enuet not 
with the view of benefiting me, but of injuring 
them. Now, I say to the gentleman, that in as- 
signing me the place of leader, he pays me the 
greatest compliment in his power, for there is no 
body of the same number mentioned in all history 
that I should be prouder to be associated with as 
a comrade than the gentlemen who seceded from 
that caucus. The object of the gentleman is, to 
injure them, through me, by indirectly intimating 
that they must be a very feeble party, when they 
have such a poor leader. Now, those gentlemen 
can take care of themselves, and need no defense 
from me. Nobody knows better than the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Cutiom,] so far from 
being the leader, or even a prominent actor, I was, 
in fact, only a follower. 

But the gentleman finding that he is placed in a 
position where he cannot defend himself before 
the country—for his whole speech to-day is but a 
confession of that, as every one must see—finding 
Haswell and Knowlton—no doubt warm friends 
of the **compromises of the Constitution,’ but 
willing to nullify a law of Congress, provided that 
the Democratic Governor of Massachusetts shall 
appoint commissioners in every county to aid in 
procuring the discharge of persons arrested as fu- 
gitive slaves; and, also, fora habeas corpus in favor 
of the fugitive slave; and, if the slave is not dis- 
charged by the judge, he may claim jury trial. 

These men would all, no doubt, vote for the 
resolution recognizing the *‘compromises of the 
Constitution,’’ but are for nullifying the “ com- 

promise measures. ”’ 

The following is the vote of the House of Rep- 
resentative upon Mr. Hiiiyer’s amendment: 

YEAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Appleton, Thomas H. 
Bayly, Beale, Bowie, Breckinridge, Briggs, Brooks, George 
H. Brown, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Chandler, Clark, 
Cobb, Cullom, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dockery, 
sSunham, Edinundson, Ewing, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, 
Florence, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J.D. Futter, 
Gamble, Gentry, Gorman, Grey, Hall, Hamilton, Ham- 
moud Hart, Haws, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, 
Hillyer, houston, Howard, Ingersoll, Jackson, Andrew 
Johnson, James Johnson, George W. Jones, Kuhns, Kurtz, 
Landry, Letcher, Loekhart, Mace, E. C. Marshall, Hum- 
phrey Marshall, Martin, Mason, McCorkle, McDonald, Mc 
Lanahan, MeMullia, Miller, John Moore, Morehead, Mur 
ray, Nabers, Outlaw, 8S. W. Parker, Pe aslee, Penn, Polk, 
Porter, Price, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, 
Savage, Schermerhorn, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Origen 
S. Seymour, Smith, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Stone, St. Martin, Strother, Stuart, Sutherland, 
G. W. Thompson, Walsh, Ward, Watkius, Addison White, 
Alexander White, Wilcox, and Williams—103. 

NA Y S—Meesrs. Aiken, Allison, Ashe, Averett, Babcock, 
D. J. Bailey, Barrere, Bartiett, Bocock, Bragg, Brenton, 
Albert G. Brown, Buell, J. Cable, L. D. Campbell, 
Campbell, Caskie, Chapman, Clingman, Conger, Daniel, 
Doty, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, Floyd, Fowler, Gay 
lord, Goodenow, Goodrich, Grow, Harper, Holladay, Hors- 
ford, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Ives, 
Jenkins, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Daniel T. 
Jones, Preston King, Mann, MeQueen, Meacham, Meade, 
Millson, Molony, Newton, Olds, Orr, Penniman, Perkins, 
Powell, Rantoul, Russell, Sackett, Schoolcraft, Seudder, 






Smart, Benjamin Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, Stratton, 


Sweetser, Benjamin Thompson, Tuck, Venable, Walbridge, 
Wallace, Wasliburn, Wells, Woodward, and Yates—74. 
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1852. 
that he has gotten into a place where he will not 
he able to carry the burden placed upon him by | 
public opinion, has endeavored to shift it off upon 
me. 1 have a great deal of charity, but I have 
not quite enough to make me willing to carry so 
heavy a load as he has on him. No; he must | 
carry his own cross to the place of execution. I | 
do not intend to bea cross-bearer for him or any 
one else. Each gentleman must answer for his 
own sins, and defend himself before his party. 


| 


\s to what the gentleman has said to-day, I have | 


ae apprehension that it will hurt me in any re- 


spect. | have often heard much louder thunder; 


and when he publishes his speech, in which he | 


says he intends to make some references to me, 
and make quotations from some of -my speeches, 
if | find that his mede of arraying these things 
should be such as to require defense, L will be 
ready enough to make it. But I am not soft 
enough to engage in this fight now. 
is well understood by the country, and even if it 
were otherwise, | should not now regard it as 
proper for me to consume the public time in my 
defense. 1 intend to wait, and let this contest ge 
on for the present, and if I see a fitting occasion, 
and shall have reason to believe thata speech from 
me would be of service to the country, I shall 
make it. I am always ready to defend nryself 
before my constituents when I think it necessary, 


and am equally ready to do it before the public in | 


the newspapers, when [ think the occasion re- 
quires it, and if it should become necessary, which 
| can searcely suppose, I shall not fail to do it 
here. 
terests, I will be as prompt as any other gentle- 
man to take part in the discussion. I appeal to 
the committee to let us go through with this ter- 
ritorial business, as I think we may be able to 
finish it in two days, and then allow the political 
discussion to go on. 

Mr. FITCH. Will the gentleman from North 
Carolina give me time to briefly answer such re- 
marks of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Cuttom] as relate personally to myself? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will give way for a short 
time, ifthe committee will consent. My object is 
to make the motion I have indicated. 

Mr. FITCH. If the gentleman wishes it, I can 
close with making the motion which he desires to 
make. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
CuLLom] appears willing to 

‘“¢ Compound for sins he is inclined to, 
By damning those he has no mind to.” 


He seeks to blind the country to his inclination 
to aid the success of General Scott’s non-committal 
policy, by denouncing me for placing my humble 
opinions upon record. 

If the gentleman was really as desirous of tell- 
ing the whole truth, and thereby doing justice to a 
political opponent, as he is of apologizing for the 
mum policy of his presidential candidate, he would 
have informed the House, of what his researches 
into my political opinions have doubtless informed 
him, namely—that interrogatories similar to those 
he has read, and read my answers, were pro- 
pounded to me two years after the date of those he 
has paraded before the House, with an additional 
one, asking if I would vote for repeal or modifica- 
tion of the fugitive slave law, and answered in the 
nerative, with the reasons in full which governed 
the answer. Theanswer he has read, was In ac- 
cordance with the then sentiments of a large por- 
tion of the citizens of my State. It commended 
with the then opinions of most of the Democrats 
of my district, and also with the opinion of most 
of the Whig party of the State. It is an answer 
which had been previously riven, in substance, 
by my then Whig competitor. The sentiments and 
opinions, of which such answer to such interrog- 
atories was the legitimate consequence, were in- 
duced by a course of action precisely similar to 
the one now advocated by the gentleman, namely 
—the nomination and election of a candidate for 
the Presidency, without asking any pledge or any 
opinion from him, upon the sectional question 
then atissue. The Democrats of my State, my- 
self included, had epposed the proviso, and warmly 
advocated the election of a candidate openly 
pledged to opposition to it. The Whigs, and es- 
pecially you Whigs of the South, asked no such 
pledge—no opinion from your candidate. You 
thereby courted Free-Soil votes to his support. 
You elected him. We were indignant at your 
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My position | 


But whenever I can advance the public in- | 
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abandonment of those in the North, who were 
striving to defend your constitutional rights—in- 
dignant at your indifference to your own rights 
and interests, and your willingness to sacrifice 
We determined 
to no longer fight your battles upon our soil, and 
at our cost. In our anger, we determined to per- 
mit the Iree-Soilers—ay, aid them—in presenting 
the bitter chalice to your lips, which you had 
helped them prepare. You know the result, in the 
dangerous agitation and excitement of the last 
Congress. butthe compromise passed. Weare 
desirous, for the peace and welfare of the country, 
that it should remain undisturbed, and its provis- 
ions be executed in good faith. 

Hence | have sustained it as a settlement—and 
as | hope, a final settlement of the slavery contro- 
versy; and when, two years after the interroga- 
tories the gentleman has read, others of a similar 
character were presented to me, with the addition 
I have mentioned—full time having been afforded 
within the two years to examine, i all their bear- 
ings, the principles involved in them—lI answered 
them in the negative, stating that affirmative action 
upon some of them would be unconsttutional; 
upon others, impolitic and bad faith towards the 
South; and upon any of them, useless and danger- 
ous. ‘This negative answer was given when | was 
told—and had no reason to doubt the correctness ot 
the statement—that my election depended upon an 
affirmative answer; but | coupled the answer with 
the declaration to those to whomit was made, that 
it was in accordance with my honest convictions, 
and that though it might insure my defeat, | had far 
rather remain a private citizen, sustaining the Con- 
stitution and the Union as it is, than be elected to 
Congress, pledged to a policy which my judgment 
taught me was dangerous to both. It the gentle- 
man from ‘Tennessee is disposed to array this 
against me as a change of opinion, he should bear 
in mind that his candidate for the Presidency is 
amenable to the same charge of change, relative 
to his alleged views of native Americanism, and 
several other isms. The gentleman from ‘Ten- 
nessee does not understand me as arraigning Gen- 
eral Scott’s opinions; no one can arraign them, 
for noone knows what they are. I make no com- 
plaint of his opinions, but of his refusal, if he en- 
tertains any, to make them known. He refuses 
to inform the country whether he is in favor of 
carrying out, or extending, certain laws, the faith- 
ful execution of which, in the opinion of many, is 
essential to the peace, and consequently to the 
prosperity, of the country; or whether he wil! act 
with those, or permit their action, who are dis- 
posed to violate or repeal such laws. It is because 
of this refusal—this non-committal policy, that 
General Scott is calied the mum candidate. If the 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee, and his friends of the 
South, again adopt this policy, and are again suc- 
cessful under it, they will again have evinced their 
little regard for theif own rights and interests, and 
have jeopardized both by placing both in the keep- 
ing of the Seward F'ree-Soil wing of their party. 
They will again have crushed those of the North 
who are walling to defend the rights of the South. 
They will have invited aggression, and at the same 
time have rendered powerless those of the North 
who were willing to aid in repelling it. They 


need, therefore, make no useless complainings if 


aggression comes. 

i have said, and repeat it, that General Scott has 
made no declaration of his opinions upon all the 
compromise measures, and will make none unless 
by the advice and with the consent of the leaders 
of the Seward wing of his party. And if any is 
made with their consent, it will be of such equiv- 
ocal character as to present a Northern and 
Southern face—permit of one interpretation at the 
North, and another atthe South. The gentleman 
arrays against me my vote on the fugitive ‘slave 
bill. He may esteem it what he chooses. It isa 
vote I shall at all times be ready and willing to 
justify. The bill, I thought, went beyond any 


necessity for the enforcement of that provision of 
the Constitution which requires the delivery of 


fugitives. But under the operation 6f the previous 
question, there was no opportunity for debate or 
amendment, and no othermeans of dissenting from 
any of its provisions than a negative vote against 
the bill. It is now the law, and opposition to it 
should cease, and its provisions be fully and faith- 
fully enforced; and more especially since any real 
or fancied concessions in the law to the South, 
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have their corresponding concessions to the North 
in other laws of the same series. 

That gentleman, and others of his Southern 
political friends who are testifying in behalf of 
General Scott, declare, and probably believe, that 
he is in favor of sustaining the compromise. But 
if he isso, why does he pertinaciously refuse to 
so state to the public? And why does not some 
one of his Free-Soil supporters corroborate the 
testimony of these Southern witnesses? Theonly 
semblance of a public expression upon his part to 
which reference is had relative to any of the com- 
promise measures, is of a date prior to the passage 
of the fugitive slave law, and is therefore no indi- 
cation of his opinion relative to that law. Does 
such partial expression satisfy the gentleman from 
Tennessee? The gentleman says that the eom- 
promise resolution which | introduced isto be the 
non-committal platform upon which Democrats 
from the North and South may stand. The warmest 
compromise friend of General Scott would doubt- 
less be satisfied if his peculiar friends—those who 
are so noisily testifying in his behalf—would per- 
suade him to publish to the country a compromise 
platform, even one half more non-committal than 
that! ‘The gentleman’s speech, and the speeches 
of certain other Southern Whigs, are but the ad 
vance, the forerunner of a movement, the result of 
which will be a universal ‘* caving in’’ upon the 

part of Southern Whigs to the supportof General 
Seott. The gentleman from North Carolina, 
{Mr. Sranty,] who was the first in the House to 
hoist the Scott flag, will soon be the leader of the 
Southern Whigs. They may wince now under 
his discipline, and manifest signs of meeting, but 
they will ultimately fall into his ranks, and march 
in his rear to the support of their mum candi- 
date—not because they expect him to administer 
the Government in accordance with the principles 
they now advocate, but because they may receive 
assurances that he will make such disposition of 
the offices as will meet their wishes ! 

Mr. RICHARDSON was next recognized by 
the Chair. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I merely gave way to the 
rentleman from [Indiana for explanation. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘Then the gentleman from 
North Carolina is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Iam willing to hear the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Hlinois. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. My suggestion is, that 
a gentleman cannot hold the floor, and deal it 
round to for 
back. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. |! 
consent, and so stated, 
coromiuttee rise. 

Mr. GENTRY. 
to say a few words 
tion? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
no objection. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ten 
nessee can proceed if there be no objection. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. GENTRY. Ido not wish to makea speech, 
and shall not tax the patience of the committee at 
ail to-day. 
congressional career somewhat protracted for as 
young a man as | am, it has been a uniform rule 
of action with me, whenever I could do so, and | 
have generally found that | could do it, to decline 
political contests upon this floor with my own col- 


ir or five gentlemen, and chen claim it 
yielded by unanimous 
{ will now move that the 


‘W ul the gentleman allow me 
before he makes that mo- 


Certainly I will if there is 


I merely wish to say, that during a 


. need- 
ful for me at any time, in the performance of what 
1 esteemed to be my duty, to shiver a lance, I 
always chose rather to select an antagonist from 
some other State. I have often felt here that coal- 
isions betwixt the members from any State ex- 
hibiting the local controversies, criminations, and 
recriminations which exist 

everywhere, were in bad tas 
can possibly do si 


learues, even of the adverse party. If it 


in our local polities 
te, and as long as I 
> it Is My purpose to avoid any 
such exhilition upon this floor. I say this by way 
of accounting for the fact that Ido not intend to join 
issue with my colleague, [Mr. Cuttom,] who has 
addressed the House to-day. But, at ‘the same 
time, it is due to myself to say that I dissent from 
many of the conclusions which he has arrived at 
in his speech, ard that I intend, in due time, to 
discuss the questions which have been debated by 
him on this occasion I desire to sav further, AN 
[ am upon the floor, that in nothing that I have 
said or written, or to which I have appended my 
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name, have I intended to arraign my colleague for 
the non-performance of his duty upon the occasion 
to which he has referred. 

Mr. CULLOM. And I certainly have not ar- 
raigned my colleague’s action or motives. 

Vir. GENTRY. I wish to disclaim the idea 
that | have arraigned my colleague. He spoke of 
having been arraigned. 

Mr. CULLOM, ‘The publication of those who 
seceded from the caucus, seems to suppose it was 
necessary they should make it. And if it was 
necessary for them to publish, it was necessary for 


me, not having been heard, to make my response. | 


Mr. GENTRY. 
Mr, CULLOM. 


Undoubtedly. 


action. 

Mr. GENTRY. I want to say, in justice to 
myself, that in the preparation of that address I 
was to some extent consulted, and that my advice 
was given at every stage of that proceeding to 


3ut J did not mean to cast 
any reflections on my colleague’s motives’ or | 


exclude from it every phrase that could in the re- | 


motest degree be construed to impute any improper 
motives toany of those gentlemen, from the South 
expecially, who took a different view of their duty 
from that taken by the gentlemen who seceded on 
that occasion and signed that address. He who 
will look through that address, will see that there 
is a remark in it intended expressly to cover such 
cases, and allow every gentleman to explain him- 
self, We say that we know that some of the gen- 











his invitation, and stood by him, he has conclu- 
sive evidence, in his pocket, or somewhere else, 
that we could have passed those resolutions. 
Weil, now, it is due to my colleague to say, that 
before | retired from the caucus he did appeal to 


me, and to those who were acting with me, not to | 
reure, announcing that 1t was his purpose again to || 
offer the resolutions that had been ruled out of || 


order when offered by the gentleman from Ken- 


tucky and myself, and asking us to stay and help | 


him in the endeavor to carry those resolutions. 
That is very conspicuously reported in the official 
report of the proceedings of that caucus, which 
hus been sent over the country as a reply to the 
address of the seceders. 


him to offer those resolutions—announcing to him 
the fact, which every man of sense in the country 


will recognize as correct, that for Southern Whigs | 


to vote the finality of the compromise was a matter 
of no consequence at all. We were inviting our 
nortiern Whig brethren to meet us upon this platform. 


| The whole country knew the position of the South- 


| ern Whigs in referenee to those measures. 


tlemen who remained were as thoroughly commit- | 


ted to the views which we entertained as we were, 
but differed with us os to the propriety of time and 
niace, It was the wish of those who signed the 
address to give to it the fullest possible effect, as 
being an expression of the fixed principles and 
purpose of the Southern Whig party, and as pro- 
claiming to the Northern Whig party the condi- 
tion, and the only condition, upon which the unity 
of the Whig party, as a party extending North 
and South, could be maintained. Perhaps we 


were wrong in our judgment; perhaps it was a | 


needless movement; perhaps an ineffective move- 


ment; perhaps a mis hievous one; but I do not so | 


believe. If the party is saved at all, that move- 
ment I wish to God I could feel an 
assurance that it can be saved at all. I do not 
want a false issue to be presented to the country 
in regard to the occurrences at that caucus. Iam 
sure that my colleague has fallen into a very com- 
mon mistuke, that seems to prevail elsewhere, that 
we, in introducing the resolution that we did, 
undertook to lay down a platform for the Whig 
party in convention in Baltimore. At the caucus, 
and in our address to the country, we expressly 
disclaimed any such object. We aimed at noth- 
ing more and proposed nothing more than to in- 
vite the Northern Whig members of Congress, 
assembled together with us upon that occasion, 
‘*to consult on matters and things of importance 
to the Whig party;”’ for that was the character of 
the call under which we assembled. We aimed, 
I suy, at nothing more, proposed nothing more, 
did nothing more than to mvite them to agree 


saves it, 


with us, as far as we ourselves were concerned, | 


and as far as our action would have any influence 
on the country, upon a basis of party action which 
we deemed to be essential to the maintenance of 
the unity of the Whig party. That was the whole 


height and depth, and length and breadth of our | 


proposition—nothing more. We did not assume 
to dictate to the Baltimore Convention. We in- 
tended to announce to the country what was the 
principle of action upon which we agreed, and to 
let that enunciation have such influence as it could 
upon the Whigs that we represented throughout 
the country. ‘That, and nothing more, was the 
whole of what we proposed. 

I have not, indeed, and do not intend to make 
the slightest effort to criminate my colleague, or 
any other gentleman from the South, who took 
the same view of duty which he did. It would be 
as painful to me as any fact [ can conceive of, to 
believe that my colleague was not as resolute and 
determined as [ possibly can be, in reference to 
the great object aimed at by myself and those who 
seceded with me from that caucus. 

Rut my colleague uses a term to-day which I 
should say was unkind if it came from anybody 
else, about those who seceded on that occasion. 
He says we ran away from a fight in which the 
finality of the compromise was involved; and he 
distinctly announces that if we had remained, upon 





Mr. CULLOM. 


In justice to my colleague I 


| will state, in that spirit of kindness which always 
| has existed and [ trust always will exist between 


| us, both personally and politically, that my col- 


league did solicit me to offer those resolutions. 

Mr. GENTRY. I did. 

Mr. CULLOM. But he said that he had no 
hope I could get them passed, but should be glad 
if 1 met with success. 

Mr. GENTRY. I did, 

Mr. CULLOM. ‘The reason why I did not 
offer those resolutions was, that so many South- 
ern gentlemen having retired, | did not choose, us 
a friend of the compromise measures, to subject 
them to defeat. 

Mr. GENTRY. I confess it is painful to me 
to be under the necessity of debating a matter 
like this. 

Mr. CABELL. Willthe gentleman from Ten- 
nessee allow me to make a statement in this con- 
nection? 

Mr. MEACHAM. 
debate isin order? 

Mr. GENTRY. 
[Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that 
when the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
CLINGMAN]| proposed to yield the floor to the gen- 
tleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Genrry,] he dis- 
tinetly asked if there was any objection. None 
was made; and the Chair therefore decides the 
gentleman from Tennessee to be in order. 

Mr. CABELL. I have but a word to say in 
addition to what has been said by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, |Mr. Genrry,] in relation to 
those who seceded from the Whig caucus. 

It has been stated, that if the gentlemen who re- 
tired from the caucus had remained, the compro- 
mise resolutions would have passed. ‘That state- 
ment has been replied to, in part, by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Genrry.}] But, in 

| this connection, | wish to state, that at the first 
caucus which assembled, the chairman, in reply 
to an interrogatory from me, said he would rule 
out of order any proposition, whatever it might be, 
saving that of fixing the time and place for holding the 
Convention. During the interval which transpired 
between the first and second caucuses, it was inti- 
mated that the chairman had changed his purpose 
in that respect. When the second one assembled, 
] rose and asked the chairman, or, rather, intimated 
to him, that it had been stated he would change 
his purpose in this respect. In reply to that sug- 

| gestion, the chairman stated to me, and the caucus, 


I wish to inquire if this 


Oh, yes; strictly in order. 


that his opinions were unchanged, and that he | 


would rule every proposition out of order except that 
for fixing the time and place for holding the National 
Convention. 


I deem this statement one of some importance, || 


for the reason that, in the official publication of the 
proceedings of that caucus, it is stated that the 
chairman decided that he would receive the pro- 
position of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 


GentTRY] as a substantive proposition, though he |} 


would not receive it as an amendment. I know 
not from whom the statement comes; but it is not 
altogether truthful. It does not state the whole 
truth. It omits to 
chairman in reply to me, and others. I distinctly 
| made that point, and the chairman told me, as 


: But it is not reported that, | 
in reply to that appeal from my colleague, | urged | 


state the declaration of the | 


May 17, 


other members of the caucus will bear me witness, 





that his opinions had undergone no change, and 
that I was mistaken in that respect. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will not refiect apon 
what the gentleman has said, but I say, upon my 
responsibility as a gentleman, and as the secre- 
tary of that meeting, that the very words of the 
chairman were reported in that statement. 

Mr. STANLY. 1 concur in that statement, 
distinetly. 

Mr. CABELL. I do not mean to say that the 
chairman did not use the language. [do not know 
what he might have said to others. I only state 
what he said tome. He used no such language 
in my presence, but just the contrary. i 

Mr. CHANDLER. I did not understand the 
gentleman to make that distinction. 

Mr. CABELL. 1 left the caucus, and I do not 
pretend to say what transpired after I left. I only 
speak of what the chairman said in reply to my- 
self. He distinctly stated that he would rule every- 
thing out of order, save the proposition to fix a 
time and place for the Whig National Convention, 
and then I retired from the caucus. I do not pre- 
tend to say what might have taken place after that. 

Mr. GENTRY. I can explain that matter sat- 
isfactorily. 

Mr. CABELL. Before this matter goes fur- 
ther, [ desire to say that I do not mean to impute 
any false statement to the secretary or officers of 
that caucus. I only stated what was the declara- 
tion of the chairman in reply to the suggestion 
|| made by me, and that this important declaration, 
| or announcement of the chairman, has been with- 
held in the official report of the proceedings of the 
caucus. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I ask the gentleman to yield 
me the floor for one moment. I regard it as de- 
volving upon me to corroborate the statement made 
by thegentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanp- 
LER.] I recollect very distinctly, that the chair- 
man of that meeting announced unequivocally and 
repeatedly—over and over again—until | thought 
he was lowering his dignity by such repetition, 
that the resolutions of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Gentry] and the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Marsnatt,] could not be enter- 
| tained as amendments, but that they might be en- 
tained as substantive propositions. 

Mr.GENTRY. A small mistake there. 

Mr. DOCKERY. [recollect distinctly that the 
chairman stated it about the time the gentlemen 
were leaving the caucus, for, let me remark, my 
position was a peculiar one; I voted with those 
who left the caucus, against sustaining the decision 
of the chair. But asthe decision of the chair was 
sustained, I declined to retire from the caucus, be- 
lieving that | could best serve my constituents, 
and the South, by remaining there and voting and 
'| battling to the end. 
| As some of these gentlemen rose to go, I in- 

sisted that they should remain, and adopt the plan 
| of the chairman by offering the resolutions as 
| substantive propositions, believing that they would 

be stronger, when untrammeled by the rules of 
| order by which the caucus ves governed. The 

rules of the Senate had been adopted for the gov- 
| ernment of the caucus, and I believed that if the 
resolutions were submitted as independent propo- 
| sitions, when they could be supported upon their 
own merits, and not as amendments subject to the 
rules of order, they would be much stronger. This 
was at the time those gentlemen were leaving—I 
mean some of them, for they did not all go out at 
the same time. I think, however, gentlemen who 
were there, will sustain me in saying that they 
were invited to remain and vote upon the resolu- 
tions as substantive propositions, but they refused 
| to do so. 

Mr. OUTLAW. I ask the gentleman to allow 
me to say a single word. 

Mr.GENTRY. I have but a few words to 
| say, and then I will yield the floor. I desire to 
state the facts in this case myself; and fearing 
that my friends may fall into an unnecessary col- 
lision, I insist upon my right to the floor. [I am 
anxious that the facts should be made to appear 
as they really occurred. I feel quite confident 
that when I state the facts in relation to the mat- 
ter, no one present on that occasion will attempt 
to controvert them. 

I have not the slightest suspicion that any gen- 
tleman has intended to make untrue statements in 
relation to this matter; but, you know, Mr. 
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Chairman, that there is a great deal in the manner | floor for that purpose, the Chair announced that it || 


of stating a truth, as to the impression to be pro- || 
duced by the statement. 

Now, here is the fact: The Chairman never did 
inany way revoke his first decision, which was, 
that anything beyond the mere matter of fixing 
the time and place for holding the National Con- 
yention would be beyond the legitimate powers | 
and duties of that Congressional caucus; and that 
it would be a usurpation of power which had not 
been delegated to them by the people. But it is 
also true, that when I pressed my resolution upon | 
him with some degree of vehemence, he, respond- 
ing, | dare say, somewhat prompted by the kind | 
feelings he entertained towards me personally— | 
although he would not be inconsistent with him- 
self, and reverse his decision, he nevertheless said 
that it would be competent for the meeting, if it 
should so choose, after it had disposed of its legit- 
imate business, to entertain that proposition, and 
that his own personal wishes were in favor of such | 
a result. 

I said that I saw gentlemen upon the other side 
were beginning to be sleepy, and that by the time 
we had resolved ourselves into a kind of debating 
society upon the resolutions offered by my friend 
from Kentucky (Mr. Marsuatu] and myself, | 
gentlemen would begin to have an appetite for 
their beds. [Laughter.] I dare say we might 
have passed the resolution. But it would have 
been passed by Southern votes with the help of 
those few Northern gentlemen who were willing 
to codperate with us. The Senate Chamber would 
have presented but a ‘* beggarly account of empty 
boxes,’’ and another fraud would have been played 
upon the country like that played at the beginning 
of this session of Congress, and which has been 
made conspicuous by the votes of members who 
acted in that caucus, upon the resolutions recently 
offered to the consideration of this House by my 
friend from Georgia, [Mr. Hittyer.] Oh, that 
caucus resolution! 1 beg gentlemen to excuse me 
from speaking upon that subject. [Great ed 

Gentlemen say, that if those of us who retire 
from the caucus, upon the proceedings of which 
my colleague has animadverted, the resolution 
offered in that caucus by my friend from Kentucky, | 
{[Mr. Marsuatu,] or that offered by myself, 
would have passed. I affirm, in reply, that if 
passed at all, it would have passed by Southern | 
votes—Northern members being absent, or present 
with a mental reservation, as seems to have been the | 
case in the Congressional caucus at the beginning 
of this session of Congress. 

Now, there is the whole of it. These resolu- 
tions were ruled out of order by the chairman, 
and that ruling was sustained by the meeting, both 
upon my resolution and that offered by thegentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. Marsmaut..] Itisalso | 
true that the chairman did say, that after we had 
got through with the legitimate business of the even- 
ing, if we chose we could resolve ourselves into a 
debating society, and discuss the subject. [Laugh- 
ter.] But it is still further true, as I said, that as 
soon as we had resolved ourselves into such de- 
bating society, gentlemen would begin to get very 
sleepy, and there would have been no one left but 
ourselves. That would have been the practical 
effect of the whole matter. The great object in 
introducing that resolution was to get Northern | 
Whigs to meet Southern Whigs upon a principle 
of action which we deemed to be important to the 


| tained by the meeting if they chose 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








could only be done by unanimous consent, and 
there was no objection, and the gentleman from 
Tennessee was therefore recognized by the Chair. 
U pon this ground the Chair must overrule the point 
of order raised by the gentleman from Vermont, 
[Mr. Meacuam. } 

Mr. GENTRY. If | am trespassing upon the 
indulgence of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
1 will yield now. 

Mr. CLINGMAN., 
to retain the floor. 

Mr. DOCKERY. If the gentleman will allow 
me, in connection with this subject, | wish it to be 
distinctly understood by the House and the coun- 
try, that my friend from Florida, [Mr. Cape.t,} 


Not atall. I only wish 


+ upon the meeting of the first caucus, moved that 


the rules of the Senate be adopted for the govern- 
ment of that body; which mouon was agreed to. 
Now, sir, some of us, who are not very well 
versed in parliamentary law and the rules of the 
Senate—who never have been, and probably never 
will be, members of that distinguished bod y—yield- 
ed to the opinions of those who explained that, ac- 
cording to the rules of the Senate, this amendment 
was out of order, not being germane to the original 
proposition fixing merely the time and place for the 
meeting of the convention. Well, I again repeat 
what Ll said before—however it may difier from the 
opinion of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, |Mr. 
Gentry|—that it was distinctly announced that 
this question might come up, not in a debating so- 
ciety, as the gentleman from Tennessee would 
have the House believe, (laughter,} but in the 
then organized caucus, as a substantive proposi- 
tion 


Mr. GENTRY, (interrupting.) 





A qd enter- 





Mr. DOCKERY, (resuming,—and entertained 
by the meeting if they thought proper. |Laugh- 
ter.] He ruled it out of order as an amendment 
to the original proposition, intended to carry out 
the purpose for which the caucus assembled, but 
not as an independent substantive proposition. 
As such he, in effect, decided that it might be en- 
tertained. Several members of the meeting insisted 
upon the seceders remaining there, and submitting 
as substantive propositions those which had been 
ruled out as amendments, when they would vote 
for them with those who subsequently professed 
to be their only true friends. 

Now, sir, let me submit one question, and I will 
yield the floor. In matters where we disagree to 
some extent, who is likely to best understand the 
question at issue—those who remained there all 
through until the adjournment, or those who left 


before the meeting had progressed half through, 


| them walking in a step or two and retreating? 


peace and harmony of the country and the preser- || 


vation of the Union, and an indispensable means | 
of maintaining the unity of the Whig party as a 
political organization extending over the whole | 
country, North and South. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Will the gentleman allow 
me to make one more remark ? 
Mr. MEACHAM. Irise to a question of order. | 
[Cries of ** No!”’ ** No!”’ ** Go on!”’} 
Mr. MEACHAM. I desire to know whether 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] has 
a right to let out the floor to whom he pleases? 
Mr. GENTRY. It all comes within my hour, 
and I imagine I am entitled to that. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Since this Whig caucus is 
assuming some importance in the country 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman will allow 
the Chair to state, that the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Ciiweman} has no right, under the 
rules, to take the floor, yield it for another gentle- 
man to make a speech, and still retain it for him- 
self. When, however, the gentleman asked the | 





| directing the course of the war. 


and occasionally, after being absent a while, re- 
turning to the door and peeping im and listening, 
to ascertain what was going on—perhaps some of 
and 
indeed, there is a rumor out of doors, that one of 
those distinguished gentlemen who left, was part 
of his time with Bitty Sewarp, taking a drink of 
grog. [Laughter.} Now, how could he know 
what was going on, as well as those who remained 
in the meeting? 

Mr. GENTRY. I suppose that it is true, that 
one of my friends, waiting for me to come out, did 
in his perigrinations around and about the Senate 
Chamber, meet with the distinguished Senator 
referred to by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
{Mr. Dockery,] who was ensconced in an ante- 
chamber, receiving reports from his adjutants and 
{Laughter.] 1 
thank my friewd from North Carolina [Mr. Dock- 
ERY] for the allusion. Itis an important one, and 
suggestive of grave reflections to the people of this 
country. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 


I wish.to 


| inquire of the gentleman from North Carolina, as 


1 am the person to whom he alludes, as having 
taken a glass with the Senator from New York, 
what is his purpose in dragging such an incident 
of private intercourse into this discussion? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I will answer that it was 
from no disrespect to the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky; but as we are gathering all the 
incidents of the evening, | thought to mention this 
also. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
have only to say that greatly as I disagree from 
the Senator from New York upon questions which 
I deem essential to the peace of society and the 


; 


Degustibus, non, §c. 1) 


_ 


harmony of the States, I have never ceased to 
accept from him the amenities of social life. I 
meet him in the social circle and in the social walks 
of life, without permitting political opinions to in- 
terfere. Every gentleman possesses the right, I 
believe, without arraignment, to regulate his social 
walks and conversation, and I exercise that right 
to suit my own taste. I suppose this passage was 
produced to show to the country that while I dif- 
fer toto calo from the Senator from New York, 
the breach had not become fatal, as I still was 
willing to indulge in his company, in one of the 
commonest oceurrences at Washington. [Laughter.] 
In a word, I found the Senator from New York 
unexpectedly, at an unseasonable hour of the 
night, so fixed as to keep apart from the caucus, 
and yet to direct and command its operations un- 
seen, so far as he could do so through the instru- 
mentality of his friends; and, after I was sepa- 
rated from it, we took a drink. Should he invite 
me, under equally embarrassing circumstances to 
himself and his friends, | should drink with him 
again. [Laughter.] The member from North 
Carolina is entitled to the benefit of all he can 
make out of this new point in parliamentary de- 
bate. 

Mr. CLINGMAN claimed the floor. 

Mr. GENTRY. I hope my friend from Nortl 
Carolina |Mr. Cuineman]} will indulge me yet a 
moment longer. 1 understood the Chair to decide 
that my friend from North Carolina [Mr. Cine 
MAN] had, by his courtesy to me, lost his right to 
the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
cided. 

Mr. GENTRY. ThenI fear that my 
derstanding of the decision of the Chair has 
caused me to abuse the courtesy of my friend. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Notat all—not at all. 

Mr. GENTRY. 1 must ask him to permit me 
to make one additional remark. My colleague 
{Mr. Cuttom] made a remark in relation ‘to those 
who retired from the Congressional caucus, which 
grates harshly upon the ear of a Tennesseean. 
He spoke of those who ran away from that caucus. 
Tennesseeans are not in the habit of running 
away, and nothing could be more unpalatable to 
them than such an imputation, 

Mr. CULLOM. | desire to disclaim any per- 
sonally offensive imputation against my colleague, 
or any gentleman who acted with him. 

Mr. GENTRY. I feel well assured that my 
colleague is candid in his declaration, I am 
equally candid in declaring that it is not, and has 
not been, my purpose to impute unpatriotic or 
disloyal purposes or motives to him. But I must 
say that, according to my comprehension, para- 
doxical as it may seem to be, those who ran away 
were they who stood most firmly to their duty, 
and those who did not “run away ”’ were most 
wanting in true soldiership. 

Mr. Chairman, ! repeat what I said at the 
outset of my remarks—it is not my intention to 
make a speech to-day. In due time I will discuss 
fully and freely the important questions embraced 
in the speech of my colleague. Before [ conelude, 
however, permit me to remark, that I do not read 
the political signs of the times as sanguinely as 
my colleague, |Mr. Cuttom.] He seems to see 
nothing but bright skies and tranquil prospects. 
To my view dark clouds are gathering in the po- 
litical horizon. The compromise measures, which 
passed with so much difficulty, and designed to 
restore harmony to a distracted country, will be 
bereft of healing power, unless both of the two 
great parties into which the country is divided 
shall so place their candidates and shape their or- 
ganizations for the approaching presidential elec- 
tion as to exclude from the canvass agitation hav- 
ing for its object the repeal or modification of any 
of those measures. 

Itis not enough that a presidential candidate 
may be believed to have been favorable to the 
enactment of those measures, and himself indi- 
vidually in favor of maintaining them. A far 
greater question is, by what influences is he sur- 
rounded? What counsels, what influences will 
control the political organization upon which he 
relies for his election? And what influences will 
decide the policy of his administration in the event 
of his success? The public interests demand— 
the peace of the country, the safety of the Union 
require not aor that he shall be publicly and une- 
|| quivocally pledged ‘to regard the compromise 
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measures as a final settlement of the dangerous 
questions they embraced,”’ but that the political 
organization upon which he relies for election shal! 
be of such a character as to wield allthe influences 
of a presidential canvass directly in favor of recon- 
ciling the minds of the people, North and South, 
to the acceptance of those measures as a final ad- 
justment of the sectiondl controversies which made 
their enactment a public necessity. ‘These are the 
onditions upon which alone my humble support 
will be accorded to any presidential aspirant at 
the next election. 

Mr. HASCALL next obtained the floor, and 
addressed the committee for one hour on the subject 
of thee ompromise measures and in opposition to 
them, and in favor of the es tablishment of an ag- 
ricultural bureau. His speech will be found 
the Appendix. 

Mr. CLINGMAN resumed the floor. 

Mr. WHITE. Willthe gentleman from North 
Carolina vield me the floor for a moment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My friend from Kentucky 
[Mr. Wutre) asks the favor of a moment, and I 
yield to him the floor. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of N 


a —— - 


Yew York. I rise to a 
question of order. It is whether it is competent 
for any one member of the committee to hold the 
floor for an hour, and single out gentlemen from 
the committee whom he will permit to occupy that 
hour ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
is not in order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, 
point of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Does the time consumed 
on the points of order come out of my hour? 

The CHAIRMAN. It does not. The gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] will state 
his point of order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Cuineman,} by yielding the 
floor to other gentlemen to occupy it, the Chair 
deciding it to be out of order, has lost his right to 
the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would have 
decided in the first instance, had the question been 
made, that the gentleman could not yield the floor 
to any gentleman to make a speech; but the ques- 
tion was distinctly put to the committee whether 
there was any objection to the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Ciineman] yielding to the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Gentry.] No 
objection was made, and the arrangement was 
consented to by the committee, and the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. C LINGMAN] now claims 
the floor, and is entitled to it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN.,. Under that I will answer 
briefly the question put to me by my friend from 
Florida, (Mr. Capert.] Itis in relation to this 
point of order. But three or four minutes are left 
me before the expiration of my hour, and in half 
that time I can answer that question, and then 
make my motion. I understood Mr. Mangum, 
both in the caucus and since—and I have had sev- 
eral conversations with him—to say this, in sub- 
stance: He regarded everything which did not 
relate to the time and place of holding of the Na- 
tional Canvention, as out of order, both as an 
amendment and as a substantive proposition; but 
he also’ declared that, after that matter was dis- 
posed of, if this motion was made, and if a major- 
ity of the caucus saw fit to entertain it, they might, 
and he heped they would do so; but he s! hould be 
obliged to hold that it was not in order if the point 
were made. He would, however, appeal to them, 
and, individually, would be gratified, if the ma- 
jority would consent to act upon it, and decide it. 
1 understand this to have been his position all the 
while. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in relation to those who, 
it is said, ran away from the caucus, I beg leave 
to say, that we left there very few from the: South; 
only one representative from the Stateof Delaware, 
representative from Missouri, and several 
from Tennessee, Kentucky, and North Carolina. 
There were five of the slaveholding States which 
had representatives there. But there were ten 
States which, after we left, had not a single repre- 
sentative; and it appears, therefore, that this pro- 
ceeding of fixingthe time and place of holding the 
convention, was consummated by representatives 
from only one third of the slav eholding States, as 
well as by only one fourth of the Whig members 
from those States. And | say, further—having 
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| still a minute left—to the gentleman hood Pinnant 


see, that, unless the convention shall come up to 
the position of the seceders, its nominee will not 
be able to carry the electoral vote of one State from 
the Potomac to the RioGrande. Whether we are 
few or many, I say, boldly, that those who con- 
cur with us, and sustain us among the people, 
will cause him to lose every single electoral vote 


| in the Southern States. 


1 took the floor, originally, to make a motion 
that the committee rise, and | now appeal to gen- 
tlemen to Jet us rise, stop this debate, _ get 
through the territorial business. We can ) 
one day’ 8 aitting, and then we may go on to the 
consideration of the general business. 

Mr. HOUSTON. And take up the appropri- 
ation bills, which are urgently pressing for action. 

Mr. STANLY. I hope the committee will not 
rise until four o’clock, by which time this discus- 
sion may be finished. ~ 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


My object is to stop the 


| debate, and then move that the House again re- 


solve itself into committe e, in order to dispose of 
this territorial business. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I give notice to gentle- 


| men who intend to indulge in irrelevant debate on 


these territorial bills, that I shall endeavor to get 
the floor upon every bill, move that the committee 


| rise, and offer a resolution that debate be instantly 


closed. 


The question was then put upon the motion that 


| the committee rise, and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. GREY obtained the floor. 

Mr. P, ARKER. It is growing late, and, with 
the gentleman’s permission, | move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. GREY. I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I raise the point of order 
that the committee having just refused to rise, and 
no business having been transacted since, it 1s not 
now in order to submit the same motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from Ohio, 
and decides that the motion that the committee do 
now rise, is in order. 

The question was then put upon the motion that 
the committee rise; and there were, upon a divis- 
ion—ayes 65—— 

Mr. STUART. I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, that it is in order to make two succes- 
sive motions to rise. 

[Cries of ** Too late!’’ ** Too late!’’| 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis notin order for the 
gentleman to appeal while the House is dividing. 

The negative being counted, there were—noes 
35. 

So the committee agreed to rise. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, 


do soin | 


the chairman [Mr. | 


Sranton, of ‘Tennessee] reported that the Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union || 


had, according to order, had under consideration 
the state of a U oo generally, and particularly 
House bill No. 134, being a bill to authorize the 
Governor of New Mexico to call an extra session 
of the Legislative Assembly, 
deemed necessary and expedient; and had come to 
no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move the usual reso- 
lution for the termination of debate upon the bill 


should the same be | 


No. 134, five minutes after the House sha!l again re- | 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union. 


Mr. ORR. Put it one hour after the House 


goes again into committee. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I will make buta single 
observation. We have but four days after to-day 
to dispose of the whole territorial business. To- 
morrow there will be no session; and unless I 


aan the course which | propose, but few of the | 


bills will be passed during this week, and Con- 
erress for the consideration of the territorial busi- 
ness will not set apart another week. I make the 


motion which I do very much against my inclina- | 
tion, knowing that | am trenching upon the time | 


of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Grey. ] 
If an hour is given upon each bill for discussion— 
as there are some thirty of them—we will not be 


able to pass more than five or six at the utmost; | 


and I give notice now of my intention to move to 
terminate debate upon every one except the last 
one, upon which I trust the ‘gentieman from Ken- 
tucky will obtain the Soor, to submit his remarks. 

Mr. ORR. Is it in order to amend the resolu- 


T 


| 








tion by moving to strike out five minutes and jn. 
sert one hour in its stead? The gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Grey] is entitled to the floor, and 
the original resolution, in my opinion, operates as 
a fraud upon him. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will modify my mo. 
tion, and embrace all the other bills. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair will remind the 
gentleman from Illinois that he cannot ap ply his 
resolution to any bill which has not been under 
consideration in Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I will, then, move my 
resolution be modified as the gentleman from 
South Carolina suggests. This need not be taken 
as a precedent, as | mean to move to close the de- 


| bate upon the balance of the bills as soon as may 


be. 
The question was then taken, and the resolu- 


| tion was adopted. 





remained a special order before it. 


Mr. HAMILTON asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files, for the purpose of laying 
before one of the Executive Departments the pa- 
pers in the case of ‘Thomas fF’, Harkness. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understood this morning 
that when the House went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, that there yet 
] presume the 
special order was made at the instance of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee. Action having been had 


| upon that subject, however, there will be no ob- 
| jection, 1 suppose, to that special order being re- 


scinded, so that it will not be in the way of the 
action of the committee hereafter. It will now 
require a motion every time we go into Committee 
of the Whole to pass over that special order to 
reach other business. I therefore, if itis in order, 
move that that special order be rescinded. It is in 
relation to the homestead bill, which has been 
already acted upon. 


Mr. COBB. I hope my friend will not do that, 


as | intend attaching an important measure to it. 


Mr. HOUSTON. With great respect to the 
gentleman, | must insist upon my motion, unless 
some proper objection is urged. It is impossible 
to get along with the public business until we clear 
these things out of the way. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands, that 
when the bill, commonly known as the homestead 


| bill, was made the special order, there were two 





| bills before the House, and both were included in 
| the special order. 


One has been disposed of, and 
the other is bill 84, to encourage agriculture, and 
for other purposes. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Houston] now proposes that the order 
of the House, making this the special order, shall 
be rescinded, and the bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Let the motion be to recon- 
sider the special order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is too late. 
rescind and lay on the table. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the order was rescinded, 
upon the table. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution, terminating de- 
bate upon House bill No. 134, was passed, and to 
lay that motion upon the table. 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House for leave to with- 
draw the papers of Captain Levy from the files of 


I move to 


and the bill laid 


| the House, in order that they may be referred to 


a committee who have the same subject i in charge 
in the Senate. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

Mr. CLARK. I wish to introduce the follow- 
ine resolution: 

Resolwed, That the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of Senate bill No. 55. 

If gentlemen will hear me for one moment upon 
the subject 

A Memser What is the bill? 

Mr. CLARK. [Itisa bill providing for the sale 
of certain salt springs in Iowa. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. [ object to the bill unti! 
I know something about it. 

Mr. CLARK. I wish to inform gentlemen as 
to the contents of the bill, and if they will listen 
to the reading of the bill 

Mr. LETCHER. 








I object. 
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. J. ve that the House ad- | erly exercisable only by the people, or their representatives |! Legislature of the State of California, in favor of 
Mr. McMULLIN I move in National Convention. " ; 





journ. Mr. CHANDLER’s statement, as sustained by Mr. Stan ty a change in the time of meeting of the electors of 
“Mr. CLARK. I believe [have the floor. || and others, is entirely accurate. ’ President and Vice President in that State; which 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from lowais Your obedient servant, _ im | was referred to the ¢ ommittee on the Judiciary , 
not entitled to the floor. He had the resolution WILLIE P. MANGUM. and ordered to be printed. The great extent of 
read for information, and the Chair then stated emia meeancimsipentcmanietneminie that State was the reason given for desiring a post- 
that the gentleman could make his statement as to IN SENATE. ponement to give time to collect the vote. ' 
the purport of the bill by unanimous consent. Weoxe sl tliat . Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
There was objection to his making that state- EDNESDAY, May 19, 1852. California, in relation to contracts for the trans- 
ment Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Butter. portation of the mails between Panama and San 

Mr. CLARK. I wish to proceed further. 1 The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Francisco; which were referred to the Committee 


move a suspension of the rules to enable me to in- || Senate a report of the Secretary of War, in an- | 0” the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to 
troduce the resolution. swer to a resolution of the Senate, inquiring what be printed. 


Mr. McMULLIN. [now move that the House || further provision for the settlement of accounts Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the memorial 
adjourn. || connected with the Mexican contribution fund is | Of John Cripps, praying to be allowed a pension 


Mr. ASHE. I rise toa privileged question. I |) necessary to authorize proper and just compensa- for services in the war of the Revolution; which 
‘ . . - . . wet, 2 % eo > 
wish to know whether the Committee on Elec- || tion to be made for services in relation thereto: | W®s referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


tions cannot report now, and whether it would not |! which was read and referred to the Committee on Also, the petition of Joseph Robinson, praying 
take precedence of any other motion ? ; Military Affairs. a grant of land for his services in the war of 1812; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot conceive | i ee which was referred to the Committee on Private 
that it is a question taking precedence of the mo- PETITIONS, ETC. Land Claims. a2 
tion to adjourn. Mr. FISH presented a memorial of citizens of Also, documents in relation to the claim of Noah 

Mr. McMULLIN. I withdraw my motion for | New York city, praying that the public landsmay | Smith to a pension, for services during the war of 
that purpose. : be granted in limited quantities to actual settlers; the Revolution; which were referred to the Com- 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it cannot || which was referred to the Committee on Public || mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 
be made at this time, because there is a privileged || Lands. Mr. MALLORY presented an additonal docu- 
motion to suspend the rules. Mr. RUSK presented documents in relation to | ment in relation to the claim of Kennedy and Dar 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then! insist upon my |, the claim of James Myer, late of the Mexican | ling; which was referred to the Committee on 
motion. Boundary Commission, for balance of salary and | Claims. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The one is a || expenses of transportation from New Mexico to Mr. SMITH presented the memorial of A. 
question of privilege, and the other a privileged || the United States; which were referred to the | Miles & Son, alleging that they are creditors ot 
question. The question of privilege overrides the || Committee on Claims. Texes, and praying the payment of their debt by 
privileged question. Mr. BRIGHT presented the following joint res- | the General Government; which was referred to 


The SPEAKER. TheChair stands corrected. || olutions of the Legislature of the State of Indiana; |, the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. DAVIS. I offer the report of the minority || and it was ordered that they be laid on the table 


. + . | . PETITIONS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
of the Committee on Elections in the matter of the | and printed: 





contested election from the eleventh district of In favor of a modification of the bounty land On MOTOe by Mr. BROOK IF, it was 
Pennsylvania. || law. Cotas ', That je ner pe nol John ( on toed, on the files 
The SPEAKER. That is not a privileged In favor of the adoption of measures for the aa pO FERRETOS WS Se VORA C8 FEITRED A 
question. It is a question of privilege to permit |, suppression of the African slave trade, and the 0 ion by Mr. GWIN 
a minority to report, and if thereis no objection || promotion of the colonization of free people of Jn wher bY, SRE, Na wv bth, it was . 
the report will be received. color. Ordered, 3 ne mage as F. nee Ys on Oe * 8 
There being no objection, the report was read In favor of the construction of a ship canal . ona Pott oo 0 Se Vee 8 Ge UN 
by the Clerk, and ordered to be printed. || around the rapids of the St. Mary’s river. st dail 
‘On motion, the House adjourned till Wednes- | In favor of the establishment of an Agricultural Mr. FOOT Presented additional do uments re 
day next at twelve o’clock m. Bureau. lating to the claim of Dr. Avery Downer ; which 
|| In favor of an appropriation for the erection of | W&re referred to the ¢ ommittee on Pensions, 
NOTICE OF A BILL. || public buildings in the city of Indianopolis. On ane by Mr. FOOT, it was 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, gave notice that he would || Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of the Ordered, ‘That the report of the Committee on Pensions 


: os . AY , . > same 8 e » recommitte the same ¢ 
ask leave to introduce a joint resolution authorizing the || heirs of Nathan Weeks, a lieutenant of the Revo- om same subject, be recommitted to the same com 
Secretary of the Treasury to ratify and confirm an exchange lution, who was killed in action, praying for the ; , 


2 ited States ‘harles Rey 3 : . »Te Pp TAN ‘COR TPT Ee 
< Sn ela od Damneaanes Saimnat Dilenemed Reyncln, pay due him and the seven years’ half pay due REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


oar || his widow and children; which was referred to Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 

PETITIONS, &c. || the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. _, to which was referred the petition of Christopher 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented | Also, seven petitions of citizens of the State of | Knowlton, praying a pension for wounds received 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees: || New York, praying that the bill now pending be- during the last war with Great Britain, submitted 


van a Seer, a petition of John || fore Congress, granting to every man who is the | 9 report, accompanied bya bill for his relief; which 
aryan, S. W. Hill, and seventy-odd others, citizens of ad of af, s “utize a” Init tatog . ; TT 
; ; |; head of a family and a citizen of the United States one vel 1. sec | 
Union, Wayne, and Randolph counties, Indiana, praying hee 7 "ed yi 1 i gg oa ) ‘land , ii €S, || was read and passed to the se ond reading. The 
for a tri-weekly mail route from Liberty, via Centerville, to || ON€ Hundred and sixty acres of and,may become || report was ordered to be printed. 
Winchester. || a law; which were referred to the Committee on Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
etebe cba bs ef Odie dleter emscna iealee sure an | Public Lands merce, to which was referred the petition of Thomas 
: rens EC y diana, as gioramail | » RTT Th am i. cae a oa me : ' 
rete Ghevebe aathed. ” ’ Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of last- | Thurston, owner of the schooner Wanderer, pray- 
By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of citizens of Mississippi, | makers in Massachusetts, praying a modification | jne to be allowed the fishing bounty, submitted 
yy rae a st and . perenne ° open || of the patent laws; which was ordered to be laid report, accompanie d by a bill for his relief, which 
he bar atthe mouth of Pascagoula river, on the Gulfof || on the table. rae rend ¢§ 330 f sec ay ant aN 
— | Als yetition of workmen of Bost tae tee read and passed to the second reading. The 
By Mr. ROBIE: The petition of citizens of Bath, Thurs- | 20,8 PeUuoNn OF WOFEMEN OF DOSON, praying || report was ordered to be printed. 
ton, Addison, and Cameron, New York, praying the estab that the bill now pending before Congress, grant- Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
aera ores —— from Bath, by way of John 8. De ing to every citizen of the United States, who 1s ing, to which was referred a motion to print ten 
pue’s and Noble H. Rising’s, in the town of Thurston, to the || the head of a family, one hundred and sixty acres || thousand copies of the report of the Committee on 


post office at West Addison, Steuben county, New York. - land ay bec a law: which was referred 1 . f 
By Mr. BISSELL: A memorial adopted ata public meet- || Of '@0¢, may become a law; which was referred | Military Affairs, accompanying the bill to repeal 


ing of the citizens of Upper Alton, Illinois, praying the || to the Committee on Public Lands. 
enactment of a law providing for the settlement of the Ter 
ritory of Nebraska. 


a 


‘ _~ the several acts organizing the staff departments 
Mr..WALKER presented a petition of citizens || of the Army therein mentioned, and to provide 
T : E 
. ‘a | t tates, praying that the | ‘ 
By Mr. [VES: The petition of A. Ford and 190 others, of the United rv . pray ee = : - roe a cael . . . . 
citizens of New York, praying aid in the construction of a pending before Congress granting to ey ery citizen || of officers of the line, in octavo form, in connec- 
railroad from Sackett’s Harbor, in said State. \| of the United States, who is the head of a family, || tion with the bill, reported in favor of printing two 
|| one hundred and sixty acres of land, may become || thousand five hundred copies of the same; which 
Senate Cuamper, May 19, 1852. a law; which was referred to the Committee on | was agreed to. 
To the Baitors of the Globe: Public Lands. Mr. GWILN, from the Committee on Naval 
‘ an coating my eye cursorily over a part of the debate in Mr. WELLER presented the joint resolutions || Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
le House, in the Daily Globe of this date, in relativn to the || of the Legislature of California, in relation to vol- || Thomas Copeland, praying remuneration for im- 
congressional caucus, [ find many discrepancies and some t i red in California during the late ’ ‘ achinery the Gosport ry 
errors. The Journal of the proceedings, republished in the unteers who served in Ualitornia ¢ uring the ale provements In machinery in th yosport navy- 
National Intelligencer, is correct and exact upon every ma- || War with Mexico, and the payment of claims for || yard, submitted an adverse report; which was 
Hp point that was raised. The Chair ruled both Mr. | private property taken for the public use; which ordered to be printed. 
MARSHALL'S and Mr. Genrry’s resolutions out of order, || were ordered to be laid on the table and printed. | He also, from the same committee, te which 
as amendments to the resolution offered by Mr. STANLY. | * . a ; > . > ry 
The Chair, however, decided to receive Mr. Genrry’s res. |, .. 4!80, & joint resolution of the Legislature of || was referred the memorial of Richard M. John- 
olution as a substantive proposition, if it should be so of- || California, relative to the levying and co!lecting a || son, of Kentucky, praying compensation for losses 
oe ae ce rs aes which could be received only |) tonnage duty for hospital purposes; which was || incurred by him by reason of his impressment into 
Th esse: e majority of the meeting. . || referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- || the service of the United States, im the late war 
he reason of the discrimination in the mind of the || | : : I f 
chairman was, that Mr. Gentry’s purported to construct || 4ered to be printed. ; . against Mexico, asked to be discharged from the 
no platform for others, but simply to define the position of || Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of || further consideration thereof, and that it bereferred 
| California, in favor of the establishment of a | to the Committee on Claims; which was agree to. 


for the discharge of the duties thereof by a detail 





those supporting it. Mr. MarsHaut’s went further, and, 
in the opinion of the Chair, was inadmissible, on the ground 


of assuming to construct, in part, a political platform. which || branch Mint in that State; which was ordered to He also, from the same committee, to which 
the Chair deemed as in no extent warrantable by the usages | ¥¢ laid on the table Le were referred resolutions of the Common Coun- 
of the Whig party, but a naked usurpation of power prop- || Mr. GWHAIN presented a joint resolution of the || cil of New Orleans in relation to the establishment 
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ofa navy-yard and naval depét at New Orleans, | 


asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof, and that the resolutions be printed; 
which was agreed to, 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
containing the proceedings of the court of in- 
quiry in relation to the loss of the United States 
steamer ‘* Edith;’’ charges of Lieutenant Craven 
avainst Commodore Jones, and of Commodore 
Jones against Lieutenant Craven; and correspond- 
ence in relation to the erection of a saw-mill at 
San Francisco, and in relation to the appointment 
and transpertation of Lieutenant Meade and other 
officers for the steamer ‘ Edith,’’ from Boston to 
the Pacific, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the re- | 


lief of Richard W. Meade, reported it back with- 
out amendment, accompanied by a report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the report of the Committee on Naval Af 
fairs, on the petition of J. T. Page, be printed. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which were referred the following petitions, 
submitted adverse reports thereon; which were 
ordere d to be printed: 


Petition of Elliot F. Penny, a soldier in the last | 


war with Great Britain, praying a pension. 
Petition of Sarah F. Gowell, widow of a soldier 
in the last war with Great Britain, praying a pen- 
gion, 
Petition of citizens of Waldoboro’, Maine, pray- 
ing that the pension now received by Conrad 
Hyer may, at his death, be granted to his grand- 


Son. 


Petition of Sarah Smith, widow of a soldier in 


the Army, praying a pension. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the relief of John Hazen, submitted 
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of 


James Chapman, administrator of Thomas Chap- 


man, praying one fourth part of the proceeds of 


the cargo of the brig * Diana,’’ condemned for 
violating the non-intercourse laws, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 


was read and passed to the second reading. ‘The | 


report was ordered to be printed, 
He also, from the same committee, to which 


was referred the memorial of Benjamin 8S. Rob- | 


erts, of the Army, praying to be allowed the pay 


and emoluments of a lieutenant of dragoons from | 
the time he was discharged from the Army to | 


che ime when he was appointed a lieutenant of 


mounted riflemen, submitted a report, accompa- | 


med by a bill for his relief; which was read and 


passed to the second reading. The report was | 


ordered to be printed, 
Vir. GEYER, from the Committee on the Judi- 
clary, to which was re ferred a petition of citizens 


of Pennsylvania, praying that the introduction of || 


convicts, felons, and paupers into the United States 
may be prohibited, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof; which was agreed 
to. 


Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Claims, | 


to which was referred the memorial of J. Smith, 


praying indemnity for a steam-vessel lost in the | 
employ of the United States, submitted an ad- | 


verse report thereon, 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, to which was referred the bill granting a | 
right of way and a portion of the public lands to | 
the State of California, to aid in the construction | 
ofa railroad from the city of San Francisco to the | 


city of San Jesé, in that State, reported it back 
with an amendment. 
Ona motion by Mr. GWIN, the bill was consid- 


ered as in Committee of the Whole; and the re- | 
ported amendment having been agreed to, it was | 


ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr, CLEMENS, by uranimous consent, asked | 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to extend | 


the provisions of an act approved the 3d of March, 


1847, and the act approved the 26th of February, | 


1349, for carrying into effect the existing compacts 
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with the States of Alabama and Mississippi in re- } House of Representatives, entitled “An act t, 


lation to the five 9 cent. fund and the school |} 


reservations; which was read a first and second | 
time by its utle, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
was received, announcing that it had passed a res- | 


olution changing the name of St. Peter’s river, in 
the Minnesota Territory. 


PORTS OF ENTRY AND DELIVERY. 


Mr. HAMLIN. There is a bill reported by 
the Committee on Commerce regulating the collec- 
tion districts for the Territory of Oregon; and as 
this is the week in which territorial business 
comes up in the House of Representatives, | ask 
the indulgence of the Senate to pass over the prior 
orders and take up that bill this morning, so that 
it may be considered by the Senate and sent to the 
House to be considered by the House along with 
other territorial business. I apprehend that it will 
take but a very few minutes to dispose of it. 

Mr. HUNTER. What is the character of the 
bill? 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is a bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to designate the 
places for the ports of entry and delivery for the 
collection districts of Puget’s Sound and Umpqua, 


_in the Territory of Oregon, instead of the places 
| where they now are. 


The motion to postpone the prior orders was 
agreed to; and the bill having been read a’second 
time, it was considered by the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


It provides that the President of the United 


States be authorized to designate the places for the 
ports of entry for the collection districts of Puget’s 
Sound and Umpqua, in the Territory of Oregon, 
upon receiving satisfactory information as to the 


best location for said ports, instead of the places | 


now established by law in said districts, respect- 
ively. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It was found, on establishing 
ports of entry in that Territory, that it was im- 
possible to fix them in places which would not be 


affected by the influx of population. It was there- || 


fore deemed advisable by the Committee on Com- 


| merce, to place discretionary power in the hands 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, so as to desig- | 


nate the ports as the wants of the country should 
require. I am also directed by the Committee on 
Commerce, to offer a second section to the bill, 
regulating the salaries of the collectors in these 
districts. 
the bill. 

The additional section was read, as follows: 


Sec. 2. Beit further enacted, That the salary of the col 
lector of customs for the district of Oregon, in the Territory 


of Oregon, shall be and hereby is fixed and established at 


&3,000 per annum, with fees and salary in the aggregate 
not exceeding $5,000. And the salary of the collector of 
customs for the district of Puget’s Sound and Umpqua, 
respectively, shall be fixed and established at $2,000 per 
annum, with fees and salary not exceeding $3,500, which 
salaries shall continue in force for the term of six years. 


Mr. HAMLIN. These sums correspond with 


the sums paid to the collectors in the smaller ports 


in California. The matter was submitted to the | 


Secretary of the Treasury, and these sums were 


fixed upon on his recommendation, The sums | 


thus proposed seem satisfactory to the committee. 
The amounts the collectors have heretofore re- 


ceived, have not been sufficient to pay their ex- | 
penses; and they have had to live upon their own | 


means in discharging the duties of the Govern- 
ment. The time during which these sums are to 


be paid is limited to six years, at which time it is | 


hoped there may be such a change of things in 


that country as to permit a reduction of these sal- | 
aries. The bill limits the power to that time; and, | 


when it has expired, if it be found necessary to 


revive the provision regulating these salaries, it || 


can be revived; and if not, then it will die by its 
own limitation. 

The additional section was adopted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
the amendment made by the Senate as in Com- 


mittee of the Whole was concurred in, after which | 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading. 
THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 
|| Whole, the consideration of the bill from the 


| offer this section as an amendment to || 


supply deficiengies in the appropriations for the 
service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June. 
1852,’’ the question pending being upon the amend. 
ment of the Committee on Finance, as it has been 


| amended, as follows: 


For additional compensation for increasing the transport. 
ation of the United States mail between New York and 
Liverpool, in the Collins line of steamers, to twenty six 
trips per annum, at such times as shall be directed by the 
Postmaster General, and in conformity to his last annual 
report to Congress, and his letter of the 15th of November 
last to the Secretary of the Navy, commencing said jp- 
creased service on the Ist of January, 1852, at the rate of 
$33,000 per trip, in lieu of the present allowance, the sum 
of $236,500: Provided, That it shall be in the power of 
Congress, at any time after the 31st day of December, 1854, 


| to terminate the arrangement for any additional allowance 


herein provided for. 


Mr. HUNTER. The honorable Senator from 
Michigan, | believe, desires to submit some re- 
marks in relation to the prepare appropriation 
for payment of the citizens of Alabama and Geor- 
gia for depredations committed by the Creek In- 
dians. I would therefore ask the Senate, by gen- 
eral consent, to lay aside the amendment in rela. 
tion to the Collins line of steamers, and take up 


| the other; and I hope that when it is taken up, 


we may come to a vote upon it. 


Mr. SEWARD. I hope it will not be taken 


up. 
Mr. BORLAND. I would say to the Senate, 


that day before yesterday, when the amendment 


in relation to the Collins line of steamers was 
taken up, it was done by laying aside informally 
the amendment which the Senator from Virginia 
now proposes to take up. The Senator from 
Michigan had the floor at that time upon the 
amendment mentioned by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. It was, however, laid aside informally, 
and the amendment relating to the Collins line of 
steamers was taken up out of place, and I made 
my remarks upon it. I then supposed that the 
amendment on which the Senator from Michigan 
is now prepared to speak would come up as a 
matter of course. 

The PRESIDENT. It cannot come up except 
by unanimous consent. Does the Senator from 
New York adhere to his objection? 

Mr. SEWARD. Yes, sir; I do. 

The PRESIDENT. The pending question 
then is upon the amendment relating to the Col- 


| lins line of steamers: 


Mr. BORLAND. I should be very sorry to 
inflict another speech upon the Senate on this 
question so soon after having consumed so much 
of the time of the Senate during two other days; 
but, if the friends of this proposition are deter- 


|| mined to force it on the Senate, and on the coun- 
| try, to the postponement, and, perhaps, the exclu- 


sion, of the necessary and proper features of the 
deficiency bill, they ought not to feel aggrieved if 


| those who believe that it is not only wrong in 


itself, but that it is out of place in this bill, should 
occupy some of the time of the Senate in offering 
their objections to it, especially since it has been 


| advocated at such length, and so elaborately, by 


them. 

I think I can say, with entire confidence in the 
truth of the statement, that, if the friends of this pro- 
position had not discussed it at such length them- 
selves—had not advanced such views in support of 
it—and had not made it so prominent a subject of 
discussion by the Senate, and before the country, 
those who are opposed to it would not have con- 
sumed so much time, perhaps would hardly have 
spoken at all, in replying to their arguments. 
They have forced this subject, and its elaborate 
discussion, on the Senate. They have done so, 
to the interruption of the general business of the 
country. We had before us the items of a defi- 
ciency bill, asked of us by the Administration, 
who are charged with the execution of the laws 
of the country; and we are told it is indispensable 
that it should be speedily passed, in order that the 


_ regular business of the Government should go on. 


And yet the friends of the Administration—those 
who tell us the same thing with regard to the bus- 


'iness of the country, and the operations of the 
Administration, and 


the necessity of speedy ac- 
tion—have brought forward a subject in connec- 
tion with the bill, have tacked on to it a matter that 
has not one feature of a deficiency in it. Instead 
of making it a mere amendment to the bill, it has 
swallowed up the bill itself, and has taken its 
place. Instead of a little more than $2,000,000, or, 
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} 
perhaps, $3,000,000 to be provided for by the bill, | 
as it came from the House of Representatives, || 
this amendment itself proposes to appropriate lit- 
tle less than $7,000,000; and thus makes, alto- 
cether, an appropriation of some $10,000,000 that 
we are called upon to pass! They will not per- | 
mit even those features which properly belong to 
the bill, and which constitute a deficiency, to be | 
acted upon. However reluctant, therefore, | may 
be, to occupy the time of the Senate upon any sub- 
ject, [ feel it due to myself, and to my constitu- 
ents, when itis proposed to take $7,000,000 out 
of the Treasury of the United States, for what I 
believe to be an improper purpose, to state, as 
fully as they may occur to me, the objections 
which I think lie to the proposition, and which I 
think should defeat it. 

Sir, | am quite unwilling to occupy the time of 
the Senate this morning, because I supposed it was 
the general understanding, that the Senate would 
hear the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass;] and | 
J know that he has come with his notes and pa- 
pers, for the purpose of presenting his views upon 
the proposed Indian appropriations. 

Besides, { think there has never been an instance 
before, when a Senator, in the position in which | 
the Senator from Michigan stands, who declined 
the other day to present his views then, in order 
to allow the friends of a particular proposition to | 
bring it up, as the friends of the Collins line do 
with that measure, and who was then refused the 
courtesy of the Senate to proceed with his remarks | 
when he desired to do so. I would greatly pre- 
fer that the honurable Senator from Michigan | 
would go on, and that the Senate would hear 
him now, since he is prepared to address.us 
to-day. I think it is due not only in courtesy, 
but in strict justice. If, therefore, the Senator 
from New York, or those who, with him, urge 
this measure upon us, will withdraw their objec- | 
tions, and agree that the Senator from Michigan | 
shall go on, | will not inflict a speech upon the | 
Senate at this time. I hope the Senator from New 
York will consent to the laying aside of the pend- 
ing amendment, with a view to give the Senator 
from Michigan an opportunity to go on. 

The PRESIDENT. This is not a question 
between the two Senators. 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand that the honor- 
able Senator from California, [Mr. Gwin,] the 
chairman of the Committeeon Naval Affairs, who 


is an able and earnest advocate of the amendment | 


relating to the Collins line, and whose vote is 


deemed necessary for it, is obliged to leave town 


this evening. The amendment will, therefore, lose 
his vote, if the question is nottaken to-day. Hav- 
ing made this explanation, [ cannot now—without 
discourtesy not only to the honorable Senator 
from Arkansas, for whom I entertain a high re- 


spect and very sincere regard, but also to the dis- | 


tinguished and venerable Senator from Michigan, 
[Mr. Cass}—insist on my objection to the motion 
to lay the subject of the steamers aside for the 


present. I will, however, express the hope, that | 
when the honorable Senator shall have concluded | 
his speech on the Indian question, the honorable | 


Senator from Arkansas will not insist on further 
debating the amendment concerning the Collins 
steamers in committee, but will allow the question 


to be taken to-day; and that the honorable Senator | 


from Arkansas will be kind enough, in consider- 


ation of the peculiar circumstances, to reserve his | 


further expression of his views upon the Collins 


line, until the time when the amendment shall have | 


been reported from the committee to the Senate, 
as the same question exactly will then come be- 
fore the Senate. I will withdraw my objection. 
Mr. BORLAND. Does the Senator withdraw 
his objection? I am not sure that I heard the re- 


marks of the Senator from New York very dis- 
tinetly. 


Mr. HALE. 
mentary to you. 

Mr. BORLAND. Did the Senator make it a 
condition, that I should not present my views until 
after the vote is taken? 

Mr. SEWARD. I proposed no conditions. I 
withdrew the objection without conditions. 

Mr. BORLAND. I move, then, that this amend- 


His remarks were very compli- 


ment be passed over informally, and that the | 


amendment relative to Indian depredations be 
taken up, with a view to allow the Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Cass] to address the Senate. 

No objection being made, the motion of the 
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Senator from Arkansas was concurred in, and the 
question was stated to be upon the amendment of 
Mr. Bexu, as amended, to insert the following: 

For payment to the citizens of Alabama and Georgia, for 
depredations committed by Creek Indians upon thet prop- 
erty, and for other property taken by the troops of the Uni- 
ted States, and friendly Creeks, in the years 1890 and 1837, 
$355,797 ; to be distributed according to the schedule m 
turned by the commissioners appointed under the act of 
Congress approved March 3, 1837. 

Mr. CASS addressed the Senate at some length. 
His speech will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. BELL replied at considerable length. 
speech will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. CASS. Will the Senator trom California 
allow me to say a few words? 

Mr. GWIN. I have to say that I am in some | 

| degree respousible for the amendment in regard tu 
| the Collins line. [t has been under discussion for 

several weeks, and asi must leave town to-morrow 
| morning at six o’clock, | should like very much to 
| have the vote taken upon it to-day. 

Mr. CASS. I only want to ask that these doc- 
uments which I have may be printed with my re- 
marks. I want to dispose of them, and I never 
want to touch the subject again. 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the honorable Senator 
from Michigan suffer me a moment to occupy the 
floor? 

Mr. CASS. Certainly. 

Mr.MANGUM. These contested points affect 
a past Administration which is now in its grave; 
and nobody feels any interest in the points which 
have been made. The acts of this Administration 
have been disinterred by the eloquent gentlemen 
during the last week; but [ think it would be better 
to defer this discussion- until some future Gibbon 
shall write the history of the decline and fall of the 
Republic. Such a matter may be interesting to 
posterity, but it seems to excite very little interest 
in the minds of gentlemen who are present. Let 
us postpone this discussion for the present, and 
vote upon the other question. These gentlemen 
may conduct this contest as long as the siege of 
Troy. Until either the one party or the other ts 
annihilated, the contest will still go on; and look- 
ing to the vigor of both gentlemen, intellectually 
and otherwise, there is not much prospect of their 
bringing this discussion to a speedy termination. 
I trust the Senate will vote on the amendment in 
relation to the Collins line of steamers. 

Mr. CASS. If the Senate will give me ten 
minutes, I will dismissthe subject. All wantis, 
to get my documents introduced, so that they can 
be published together. 

The honorable gentleman then proceeded and 
concluded lis argument. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Mr. President 

Mr. BELL. I wish to saya single word in 
reply, if the Senator from Alabama will permit 
me. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I would willingly do so, but 
that Iam undera promise to the Senator from 
California, to make a suggestion which | think is 
due to him. 1 think he ts entitled to the courtesy 

which has been denied to him to-day. I hope, 
therefore, that thisamendment will be passed over 
until to-morrow, for the purpose of enabling him 
to vote upon it. He is compelled to leave here, 
as he has told the Senate, at six o’clock to-morrow 
morning, and | promised him—feeling myself, 
| perhaps, more interested in the amendment than 
anybody else—that I would make this suggestion. 
I hope, therefore, that the Senator from California 
will be gratified in his request. I hope the amend- 
| ment will be laid over until to-morrow. 
|| The PRESIDENT. No motion can be made 
to lay the amendment over until to-morrow; -but 
it can be passed over by unanimous consent. 
|| Mr. DAWSON. I dislike to interpose any ob- 
\| jection; but I consider the vote of the Senator 
|| from California as important to be passed upon this 
measure, knowing him to be friendly to it, as 
|| upon any other proposition connected with the 
|| deficiency bill. If the votes are to be taken upon 
the two amendments, I would prefer that they 
|| should be taken upon them in the order in which 
| they now stand; first, upon the proposition to pay 
these claims; and | consider them to be as justly 
due as any deficiency which may exist in relation 
to the Collins line. I think that the vote of the 
| Senator from California is as important to do jus- 
| tice to the claimants under this amendment, as it 
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will be to increase the compensation of the Collins 
lins. 

Mr. BELL. I beg leave to waive all privilege 
of reply to the honorable Senator from Michigan. 
1 only intended to read one or two sentences in 
addition to the evidence I have already adduced, 
to show that the warnings to the Government to 
which I have alluded, were commenced in March, 
1836. But I waive all privilege of reply for the 
wurpose of allowing the vote to be taken now. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Chair under- 
stand the Senator from Georgia to object to pass- 
ing over this amendment? : 

Mr. DAWSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GWIN. | hope the Senator will permit me 
to say a word in explanation of the reason for the 
request which I have made of the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. Lhave understood the reason 
why the Senator asks us to take up the other 
proposition, and I am perfectly satisfied with it, 
only that I desire to have the aid of the Senator 
from California in doing an act of justice to those 
people who have been oppressed in this way; and 
I am unwilling to let him go until he votes upon 
both propositions. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Georgia en- 
tirely mistakes the position which | occupy in 
regard to this amendment. He has no right to 
presume that I am going to'vote for it, for 1 have 
not so stated to the Senate. I chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which the 
subject of increasing the compensation of the Col- 
lins line was referred ; and under the instructions 
of that committee, Ll introduced into the Committee 
on Finance the amendment in regard to that sub- 
ject. I therefore feel that decree of responsibility 
which every member of this body should feel in 
bringing a proposition of su h importance before 
the Senate, and wish to be present when the dia- 
cussion is closed and the vote taken upon it. It 
has been under discussion for weeks, and I have 
not spoken more than ten minutes on the subject. 
I am generally here very punctually ; Lut inas- 


was 


much as it is a matter of necessity for me to leave 
here to-morrow, | merely wish to have an oppor- 
tunity of seeing that a question which is in some 
degree under my charge is disposed of. For that 
reason | desire to have a vote on it. I am very 
willing to vote on the amendment of the Senator 
from Tennessee; but the Collins amendment was 
first in order, and was put aside for the purpose 
of bringing up that proposition. I hope it will 
be restored to its proper place. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot enter- 
tain any motion unless by unanimous consent. 
The pending amendment cannot be passed over 
but by unanimous consent. 

Mr. DAWSON. I desire to have the question 
on the pending amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. I havea proposition which I wish 
to make, and it is this: Both these subjects have 
been largely discussed, and if we can geta vote 
upon the proposition before us now, we can also 
get a vote on the other. It is not yet four o’clock, 
and I understand Senators are ready to vote upon 
the amendment with regard to the Collins line. I 
hope we shall take the vote on the pending amend- 
ment, and then en that question. I hope the Sen- 
ate will sit until we do get a vote. 

Mr. BELL. I wish to make a remark, some- 
what in the nature of a personal explanation. <A 
gentleman has sent me a note, stating that | pos- 
sibly did injustice to General Jesup in my re- 
marks, by saying that he had authorized the 
friendly Indians to take the property of the whites. 
I did not say so. I wish to disavow any such 
remark. I said that it was impossible for the offi- 
cer in command—and the officer himself said so— 
to discriminate between property which belonged 
to the whites and property which belonged to the 
Indians. Although General Jesup did not author- 
ize the troops and friendly Indians to take the 
property of the whites, yet the consequence was, 
that all the property in the neighborhood—all the 
wild cattle and stock that could be had, was 
taken, and the white settlers suffered. This was 
so, although General Jesup did not authorize the 
troops and friendly Indians to take the property of 
the white settlers. 2 

Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, I wish to state 
very briefly the reasons which will govern my 
vote upon this amendment. I should have been 
very glad if the Senate had thought fit to post- 
pone the question, in order to accommodate the 
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Senator from California. But, as so large a por- 
tion of the discussion has been confined to mat- 
ters which seem to me to be totally irrelevant to 
the real merite of the question before the Senate, 
I think it right that a few moments, at least, 
should be devoted to the questions which are actu- 
ually involved. 

Mr. RUSK. I wish to make another appeal 
to the Senator from Georgia to withdraw his op- 
position to the proposition to postpone this amend- 
ment, Ido not believe that we now can take the 
vote with strict justice to these claimants. 

Mr. DAWSON. lL understand this matter, I 
think, perfectly well. This amendment is a ques- 
tion which is now before the Senate, and if it is 
desired to be discussed, Jet it be discussed; but let 
it keep its precedence as it now has it. Let us not 
take the question upon another proposition, and 
then fall back and take the vote upon this after- 
wards. I prefer that we should take the vote upon 
the two propositions as they now stand. If we 
keep both before us we shall have a full house to 
decide them, and get a full vote, and have the 
views of the Senate expressed more fully on both 
propositions. 

Mr. CHASE. I have not the slightest dispo- 
sition to consume the time of the Senate, as every 
the honorable Senator from Georgia would wi 
draw his objection. It seems to me to be due to 
the Senator trom California, that it should be done. 
The amendment in regard to the Collins line of 
steamers stood first in order, and was set aside by 
general consent, forthe accommodation of the Sen- 
ator from Arkansas, [Mr. Boruanp,} who was 
not prepared to proceed with his remarks, in con- 
sequence of sickness. It was an indulvence to 
that Senator—an indulgence which is always 
granted by the courtesy of the Senate—w hich gave 


Senator knows, and I should be extremely glad if 
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the amendment which has been proposed by the 
Senator frem ‘Tennessee its present position. I 
repeat to the Senator from Georgia, that I shall be 
extremely glad if he will withdraw his objection, 
and permit the proposition In regard to the Collins 
} 


eu upon, 


? 


line of steamers to be taken up and act 

Mr. DAWSON. When the bill shall be re- 
ported to the Senate, the whole matter will be en- 
tirely within the control of this body, and the 
speech of the Senator from Ohio can be as Well 
delivered then as now; whether it be for or agains 
this appropriation. [ am not stubborn, nor do I 
generally interpose; but when I see two proposi- 
tions before this body at once, and understand the 
relation which one bears to the other, I am dis- 
posed to occupy a position which, I think, will 
subserve justice on both sides, 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will have to 
interfere with the consumption of time upon a sub- 
ject which is not before the body. 

Mr. CHASE, Iam not aware of any relation 
Ww hiv h @Xists between these two questions, I trust 
there is nane. I trust the Senator from Georg! a 
is altorethey mistaken in the intimation which he 
has thrown out, that there is any connection be- 
tween these questions. What connection an 
there be between them? 

Mr. DAWSON. I referred to the number of 
Senators that we should have in the body. I 
thought that if beth questions occupied the atten- 
tion ef the Senate, we should havea pretty full 
attendance, and that a fair vote could be taken. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will have to in 
terfere again, and say to Senators that the subject- 
matter properly under discussien, is the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Tennessee. [t 
cannot be set aside but by unanimous consent, to 
take up any other proposition. 

Mr. CHASE. I shall, then, state, very briefly, 
the reasons which govern my vote, and | shall 
net speak at any length. I do not see that the 
discussion which has occupied so much of the 
time of the Senate as to the policy of the adminis- 
tration of General Jackson in relation to the 
Creek hostilities, has anything whatever to do 
with the question which is presented by this 
amendment, Whether the policy of that Admin- 
istration was wise or otherwise, it cannot affect, 
as it seems to me, inthe slichtest degree, or ought 
not to affect in the slightest degree, the decision 
of this bedy on the question which is now pre- 
sented to us. What is the naked, simple question 
before the Senate? It is, shall the Government 
of the United States pay the sum of $355,000 
for alleged depredations committed by the Creek 
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Indians upon the property of persons in Alaba- 
ma and Georgia? ‘That is the naked question. 
‘That is the whole question presented. It is 
simply, shall the Government of the United States 
pay that sum as indemnity for depredations com- 
mitted by the Creek Indians upon the property of 
the citizens of those two States? 

Now, what principle is invoked as the ground 
upon which this payment 1s to be made? It is 
said that these depredations were not committed 
during the existence of a state of war. Thatis a 
matter which is controverted. Itis a matter, as 
it seems to me, of no moment whichever way it 
may be settled. The agents who were instructed, 
under the act of 1837, to inquire into the amount 
and character of these depredations were instruct- 
ed to report them in three classes. In the first 
class, they were instructed to enumerate those 
claims which came within the provisions of the 
act of 1816, claims which might arise in a state of 
war. In the second class, they were instructed 
to report the claims which arose under the Indian 
intercourse act. And in the third class, they were 
instructed to report generally depredations com- 
mitted by the Indians upon the property of the citi- 
zens. ‘They reported certain claims within the first 
class. I think the aggregate of them was something 
like $25,000. ‘They were claims for which, in the 
opinion of the commissioners, the Government 
of the United States was responsible under the 
act of 1816. Under the second class they report- 
ed no claims at all. And, under the general head 
of Indian depredations, they reported a number of 
claims amounting to about a million and a quarter 
of dollars, ‘The amount which they thought it 
would be proper to allow is the precise amount 
which is fixed in this amendment. This report 
was made in 1837. In 1838 it was brought to 
the notice of Congress, and, in the other House 
the present Comptroller of the Treasury, Mr. 
Whittlesey, then at the head of the Committee on 
Claims, made an elaborate report, examining the 
evidence, examining the principles, and disallow- 
ing the claim. ‘That report, 1 believe, was con- 
curred in by the House. From that time to this 
the question has remained in that state. 

Mr. President, it seems to me somewhat ex- 
traordinary that a claim of this character—an old 
claim—pressed upon the attention of Congress— 
reported against, and perhaps also reported favor- 
ably upon, should be pressed here as an addition 
to a deficiency bill, already large in its amount, 
and, in fact, enormous and unprecedented in its 
amount. lama little surprised that the friends 
of the Administration should desire to press into 
this deficiency bill an amount of this magnitude, 
when it is already swelled beyond all former pre- 
cedent. At the same time, if the claim is well 
founded—if it is supported by principle, I should 
not, for that reason alone, withhold my vote 
from it. But, as | have already said, it is not 
within the principle of the act of 1816. It is not 
claimed to be within it. It is not within the prin- 
ciple of the intercourse act, although it is claimed 
to be so. Iwill, in a very few words, show the 
grounds of the opinion which I now express, 
that it is not within the principles of the intercourse 
act. 

The intercourse act is not a recent one. The 
act of 1834, it is true, has been chiefly referred to 
in this discussion, but the principles of the inter- 
course act are almost as old as the Government. 
The act of 1796 contains the same identical prin- 
ciple which is contained in the act of 1834. What 
is that principle? Why, the Government of the 
United States draws a line, by which it separates 
from the Territories of the States the Indian coun- 
try. Within that Indian country the tribes, and 
the General Government, exercise exclusive juris- 
diction. The tribes are all under the tutelage of 
the Government, and it becomes the duty of the 
Government to exercise over those tribes within 
its own Territories constant supervision and super- 
intendence. The object of the Government is to 
prevent depredation by those tribes; and in order 
to effect that, it has legislated, from the beginning 
of our Indian policy, so as to make the tribes 
responsible for those depredations. If an Indian, 
passing out of the Indian country, or within the 
limits of the Indian country, where he is under 
the jurisdiction of the United States, commits a 
depredation upon the property of a citizen, the 
mode of redress is pointed out by the statute. 
Proof of the individual claim is to be made. Then 


a demand for the amount is to be made upon the 
Indian tribe. If payment is refused, the amount 
is to be withheld from the annuities due the tribe 

In the ultimate event the Government guaranties 
the payment, but it does not guarantee the pay. 
ment in any case where the individual so injured 
seeks private revenge. The object of all these 
enactments is to prevent the exercise of private 
revenge, and to maintain a rigid and constant 
supervision over the Indian tribes within the Terr}. 
tories of the United States. But never in any 
case, from the commencement of the Government 
up to this time, has the Government made itself 
responsible for depredations committed within the 
limits of any State. The reason for this is ob- 
vious. Within the limits of a State, the State 
authority is supreme and sovereign. In the Terri- 
tories the only sovereignty to which an appeal can 
be made is the sovereignty of the United States, 
Within the limits of the States the duty of pro- 
tecting the citizen devolves upon the State, 
Within the limits of the Territories the duty of 
protecting the citizen devolves upon the Govern- 
ment of the United States. But even there the 
United States does not seek to protect the citizen, 
except by its general legislation, and as a part of 
its general Indian policy. There is, therefore, as 
it seems to me, no ground whatever for saying 
that this claim comes within the principles of the 
intercourse act. If it does not fall within the pro- 
visions of the intercourse act, where does it fall? 
I desire that Senators shall consider for a moment 
what they are about to do when they vote for an 
amendment of this character. . 

I know of but two principles upon which this 
amendment can be successfully vindicated; and if 
they are wise principles of legislation, and of gov- 
ernmental policy, this amendment can be sustained; 
but if they are not wise principles, this amendment 
cannot besustained. Is this Government respon- 
sible for bad legislation? If itis, then the amend- 
ment can be sustained. Is this Government re- 
sponsible for bad administration? If it is, then 
this amendment can be sustained. If you show 
that there has been bad legislation, and bad admin- 
istration, then you must prove that these are cases 
in which the Government ought to be responsible. 
These are the principles upon which this claim 
must be sustained, if it is sustained at all. Where 
would this principle lead us? It would lead us to 
the doctrine of assuming all the consequences of 
all the acts of legislation which may be adopted by 
Congress. If you repeal a tariff act, or reduce the 
tariff upon particular articles, injuries flow from 
that legislation. Great losses arise from such 
causes. Is the Government responsible for them? 
It is responsible, in my judgment, if it is respon- 
sible for these depredations. 

Again: is the Government responsible for in- 
juries which result from the general policy of the 
Government? It seems to me that the honorable 
Senator from Tennessee has argued this case as if 
it were. He has said that this treaty was unwise 
—that it necessarily led to the results which have 
been witnessed; and having led to these results, 
that the Government is responsible for the conse- 
quences. Then, if we are responsible for the con- 
quences of this Indian treaty, we are responsible 
for the consequences of every treaty that we ne- 
gotiate. We negotiate treaties with foreign Pow- 
ers by which the interests of our citizens are largely 
affected. I will not individualize instances, be- 
cause they will occur at once to the mind of every 
Senator. We can hardly negotiate any treaty 
where the results will not be injurious to some- 
body. Every treaty that we make—all legislation 
that we enact, turns the accustomed course of pol- 
icy, and you cannot change the policy of a great 
Government and mighty people, without inflicting 
individual injury in some instances; but it has never 
been heard of till now that for these injuries the 
Government was responsible. 

Mr. President, this question has been presented 
here again and again. It was presented by the 
constituents of my friend from Iowa, and my friend 
from Wisconsin, when they suffered so largely 
from the depredations of the Indians in the Blac 
Hawk war; but this Government did not indem- 
nify them. It was presented in the case of claims 
for Indian depredations in Michigan, but the Gov- 
ernment refused to indemnify in that case. Uni- 
formly, at all times, has the Government refused 
to sanction claims of this sort. It seems to me, 
therefore, that as these depredations do not fal} 
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